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You Took These Days To Recharge. 
Consider This Your Outlet. 



A better day at the beach starts with a better breakfast. Our 
energizing SuperFoodsRX™ dishes will give you the energy to 
coast through your day. 

For a better you:- 



Book a better break at westin.com/resorts 



Westiim* 

HOTELS &. RESORTS 



SCOTTSDALE . MISSION HILLS . SAVANNAH . CAPE CORAL . HILTON HEAD . TUCSON . ORLANDO . MAUI 
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(editor’s letter/ 




it may surprise you to hear this, but I 
love winter. The cold weather and 
shorter days force me to slow down, to 
not over-commit (as I sometimes do 
during the other three seasons). Which 
is why, when it comes to the holidays, I 
tend to check my usual pack-up-and-go 
mentality at the door— it’s like I was 
meant to be a homebody, feathering my 
nest with tinsel and twinkle while 
mulled wine simmers on the stove and 
cookies bake in the oven, for just four 
weeks of the year. 

Even as a child, I remember being a 
little mystified by the idea of vacationing 
for the holidays. Our neighbors escaped 
to Mexico, and always came back with 
a tan and gifts (answering any questions 
about whether or not Santa Claus would 
find them south of the border). We also 
had family friends who left town for 
a warm-weather cruise every year on 



Christmas Day. As exciting as that 
sounded, I wondered why they didn’t do 
as we did— spend the season at home to 
visit with family, play with new toys, or 
even just sit around doing not much at all. 

Then one year, my parents took us to 
Ponte Vedra, Florida, for New Year’s. 
Falling asleep to the sound of waves 
pounding the shore (in the dead of winter, 
no less) introduced me to the restorative 
power of celebrating the holidays at home 
with friends and family and making a 
fresh start to the new year on the coast. 

In that spirit, we’ve decided to devote 
our December/January issue to the best 
of both worlds: First, a seaside holiday 
extravaganza complete with gift ideas, 
party menus, and decorating inspiration. 
On the flip side, we’ve packed our “Off- 
the- Grid- Getaways” travel special with 
relaxing, rejuvenating coastal vacations 
that truly allow you to unplug. Each 
section gets its own cover— so when the 
holidays have come and gone and your 
wanderlust begins to return, all you 
have to do is turn over your issue for an 
instant sunny escape. 

Wherever you spend the season, I wish 
you the happiest of holidays. As for my 
family, we’ll be hunkered down at home. 
That is until the first of the year, when 
you’ll find me somewhere along the coast, 
with my toes in the sand and my eyes on 
the horizon, ready to ring in 2016 . 




STEELE THOMAS MARCOUX, EDITOR 

steele@coastalliving.com; @steelemarcoux 




COCKTAIL OF THE MONTH 

FLAMINGO FIZZ 



Gina Klotz, Englewood, Florida 

Gina was the first to suggest this effervescent name for 
our pomegranate-gin sip: “It’s a perfect name because 
the drink is lightly fizzed with seltzer and is a beautiful 
shade of pink found on exotic flamingos,” she says. Find 
more chances to win at coastalliving.com/namethisdrink 




St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands 

“Sixty percent of the island 
is a white sand-lined 
national park that’s lush and 
pristine.” —Style Director 
Lindsey Ellis Beatty 



Share your #CLPicks 
on Instagram @coastal_living 



I 
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EMBRACE *THE WIL 





BE UNSTOPPABLE 



The 2016 Ford Explorer Sport. 

With a standard 3.5L EcoBoost® engine 
that produces best-in-class V6 horsepower * 
Now nothing is holding you back. 

THE NEW 

2016 EXPLORER 



*Class is Large Utilities based on Ford segmentation. Tested with 93-octane fuel. 



GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and 
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 
quote and see how much you could save today. 



geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | local office 





Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service 
Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO 



OO 





STEPHEN DEVRIESjlSECT ON PRODUCED BY RACHAEL BURROW, MADELEINE FRANK, TRACEY MINKIN, AND MARISA SPYKER 



CURRENTS 
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RAISE 
THE BAR 





FUNTASTIC! 

Mix a drink, then 
serve it up in the 
same vintage- 
inspired container. 
You can twist the 
top half off, or 
leave it on with its 
straw. Brilliant. 
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The Pineapple Co by W&P Design 
Large Pineapple Tumbler with Straw, 
$99, Pineapple Tumbler, $29, and 
Pineapple Shot Glass Set, $29, all in 
Gold; thepineapple.co. For more 
information— and great coastal bar 
ideas!— turn to page 6. 



Host and toast with our top barware 
picks in three beachy themes 
(including booze to match!). 
Starting the season: the universal 
sign of welcome 



CURRENTS 







Lettermade Pineapple 
Cocktail Napkins, 

$48 for a set of four 
or $62 for a set of six; 
shoplettermade.com 





Three Olives 
Pineapple 
Vodka, $13; 
liquorama.net 




Jenn and Jules 
Designs Pineapple 
Drink Stirrers, 

from $8; etsy.com/ 

shop/jennand 

julesdesigns 




Stopper, $26; 
mariposa-gift 
.com 





TROPIC OF 
COCKTAILS 



Croghan’s Jewel 
Box Gold Palm 
Tree Glass, $25; 
croghansjewelbox 
.com 



Emily McCarthy 
Flamingo Bamboo 
Faux Leather Coaster 
Set, $20 for a set of 
four; emilymccarthy 
.com/shoppe 



Sammy’s Beach 
Rum, $27; 
qualityliquor 
store.com 






-S 







Dot & Bo Gone 
Fishing Beverage 
Dispenser, $100; 
dotandbo.com 



August Morgan 
Tie One On Cocktail 
Napkins, $36 for a 
set of four; august 
morgan.com 





Fred & Friends 
Moby Pick Party 
Picks, $10; knockout 
novelties.com 



Jayson 
Home Knot 
Bottle Opener, 

$28; jayson 
home.com 



Sag Harbor 
Hand Crafted 
Rum, $33; 
domaine 
franey 
.com 
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PLUS | 



MAKE THE SEASON SPECTACULAR 

Discover a marketplace filled with unique gifts, artisan-made 
decor and authentic holiday treats from around the globe 

—all at affordable prices. 

SHOP IN STORE OR ONLINE AT WORLDMARKET.COM 

PRICES EFFECTIVE II/B/I5-I2/24/I5 • SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE AND ONLINE 
ITEMS SOLD INDIVIDUALLY IN STORE MAY BE SOLD IN SETS ONLINE 



World Hah kit 

SAVeIQ 

AN EXTRA I W 



0 / 

/o 

ON YOUR 
NEXT PURCHASE 



OFFER VALID II/G/I5-I/IQ/I6 
VALID IN STORE AND ONLINE 

ONLINE OFFER CODE: WM3G5I 



’Valid 1 1/6/15- 1/10/16 at Cost Plus World Market stores within the United States and worldmarket.com. Not valid 
on alcoholic beverages, gift cards, eGift Cards, CRAFT BY WORLD MARKET merchandise, One of a Kind Rugs, 
delivery surcharges, and shipping fees. One-time use only. Cannot be combined with other coupons and offers. 
Discount will be applied to current selling price. Employees not eligible. No adjustments to prior purchases. No 
cash value or rain checks issued. When you return an item, you will forfeit the discount applied to that item. 



To redeem online, enter promotion code 
WM365I at checkout. 

Cashier Instructions: 

I.Scan all items. 2. Scan coupon barcode. 
3. Press CLEAR. 4. Press TOTAL and 
complete transaction. 5. Retain coupon. 



51 136510001 103 





CURRENTS 



Hundreds of 
Santas will hit 
the waves on 
December 24. 




A SWELL 
HOLIDAY 



At the jolliest of surfing celebrations, 
wave riders ditch wet suits for Santa suits 



where can you find Kris Kringle Christmas 
Eve morning? Instead of hanging ornaments 
at the North Pole, he’s hanging ten in the Cocoa 
Beach, Florida, surf. At least that’s what more 
than 300 red coat- and beard-clad surfers will 
do as they descend on the Florida shore for the 
7th annual Surfing Santas festival. 

What started as family fun for Florida resi- 
dent George Trosset has turned into a citywide 
extravaganza. "The first year we did it, I called 
my son the day before and asked him to dress 
up as an elf and come out and surf with me on 
Christmas Eve,” recalls Trosset. "To my sur- 
prise, he actually did.” Six years later, the free 
event draws more than 4,000 spectators and 



hundreds of costumed surfers, dozens of whom 
will parachute onto the sandy beaches (because 
the reindeer are at home resting up, of course). 

The event, sponsored by the city of Cocoa 
Beach, the Tourist Development Council, and 
Ron Jon’s Surf Shop, raises money for charities 
through merchandise sales. Proceeds go to 
Florida Surf Museum; Grind for Life, which 
provides financial assistance to cancer patients 
and their families traveling long distances for 
treatment; and Life is Good Kids Foundation, 
which helps underprivileged children around 
the country. For event goods, videos of the surf 
party, donation information, and more, check 
out surfingsantas.org. 




Seaside 
| Traditions 

Three more 
cheer-filled tests 
by the shore 



11 / 21 - 1/31 

Nights of Lights 

— ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 

More than 3 million bulbs 

— brighten the entire 450-year- 

— old city of St. Augustine during 

Nights of Lights. Hundreds 

— of thousands of visitors come 

to witness every building, 

— tree, and even passing boat 

— brightly and beautifully lit. 

■ floridashistoriccoast. com/nigh ts 



11 / 28 - 12/31 

Montauk Point 
Lighthouse 
Lighting Ceremony 

MONTAUK, NEW YORK 

“ New York’s oldest beacon 
glows all month long, 
but the official lighting 
ceremony— complete with 
holiday caroling— takes 
place the Saturday of 
Thanksgiving weekend. 
montauklighthouse. com 



12/20 

Jingle Bell Beach Run 

= KONA, HAWAII 

The family-friendly race 

— in Kona, Hawaii, includes a 
holiday costume contest, 

— plus a 200-yard dash for kids 

6 and under, but the best 

— part is the scenery along the 

— stunning Alii Drive coastline. 

kona5k. com 
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BEHOLD, AN 
OVEN FOR THOSE 
WHO MAKE A 
STATEMENT WITH 
EVERYTHING 
THEY MAKE 





Revolutionary cooking power. Chef-inspired 
design. Presenting the completely reimagined 



KitchenAid® oven 



kitchenaid.com/new 



®/™ ©2015 KitchenAid. All rights reserved. 




CURRENTS 




A Chat with 
Beatriz Williams 



The historical seaside novels 
writer reflects on her latest, 
Along the Infinite Sea , from her 
coastal New England home 

The book is set partially on Florida’s 
east coast. What drew you there? 

BW: There was a huge population boom 
happening in Florida in the ’60s, and 
since part of the story involves a classic 
car, I thought “Where would an auction 
be happening at that time?” Palm Beach. 






Five more 
captivating novels 
to tote to the shore 



Fates and Furies 



BEST 

BEACH 

READS 



This Is Your 
Harriet Chance! 

(Algonquin Books) 

BY JONATHAN EVISON 

After the death of her 
husband, 78-year-old Harriet 
Chance sets out solo on an 
Alaskan cruise, where she 
discovers a wealth of truths 
about her own past. 

The Marriage * 
of Opposites 

(Simon & Schuster) 

BY ALICE HOFFMAN 

A tropical island, a historic 
setting, a forbidden love 
affair: all three make the 
latest book from this New 
York Times best-selling 
author a must-read. 




(Riverhead Books) 

BY LAUREN GROFF 

To the outside world, Lotto 
and Mathilde’s marriage is 
perfect, but their dueling 
perspectives reveal things 
are not always as they seem. 



What do you think makes the coast a 
perpetually great setting for a story? 

BW: There’s something romantic about 
the way the ocean connects everybody 
in the world. It’s our one eternal bond. 



My Name is 
Lucy Barton 

(Random House) 

BY ELIZABETH STROUT 

The Pulitzer Prize- 
winning author of Olive 
Kitte ridge follows an 
ailing young woman and 
her unlikely caregiver— 
the mother she hasn’t 
spoken to in years. 



What period in time would you 
someday like to write about? 

BW: I think it would be fun to do a 
novel set in the Edwardian era, that 
period right before World War I 
when everything was just grand— art, 
literature, the massive cruise liners 
that were sailing around the world. 



What’s a typical beach day like for you? 

BW: It’s funny; when I was younger, 

I felt like we always had to be doing 
something. Now that I have four 
kids, I’m content just sitting under 
an umbrella with a good book! 



Wherever Ip 1,111 
There is Light 

(Atria Books) 

BY PETER GOLDEN 

Amid the turmoil of early 
20th-century America, 
a Jewish immigrant 
embarks on a decades- 
long affair with the 
granddaughter of a slave. 



Favorite beach to visit? 

BW: We recently vacationed in 
WaterColor, Florida, on the 
Gulf and loved everything 
about it: the people, the food, 
and especially the powdery 
white-sand beaches. 
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STEPHEN DEVRIES 









indie 



# haveKINDLE willTRAVEL 



(5) FURSTY, OSLO | Tucked away in the Norwegian fjords, I spent 
my cold and quiet mornings by the water reading The Martian on my 
Kindle Paperwhite. The otherworldly landscape made each page feel 
as if I were on another planet. 

Follow morejourneys on Instagram (5) AMAZON KINDLE 





NEWLY 

MINTED 



Instead of the usual 
Christmas green, opt for a 
mint-hued holiday palette— 
it’s a refreshing twist on 
tradition that suits the free- 
spirited ethos of the shore. 

A raffia runner adds natural 
texture, while scalloped- 
edge plates and a napkin 
with jaunty red stripes bring 
levity and fun. Simple sprigs 
of greenery adorn each 
place setting for an easy, 
festive element. Gold ribbon 
and flatware are the jewelry 
for your table, which is now 
in mint condition! 

DINNERWARE 

Herend CV12 Service Plate in Mint, 

$175; graciousstyle.com 

VIETRI Incanto Pearl Salad Plate, 

$44; vietri.com 

GLASSWARE 

Terrain Two-Tone Tumbler in White, 

$14 (small); shopterrain.com 
Michael Wainwright USA Truro 
Gold Red Wine Stem, $50; michael 
wainwright.com 

LINENS 

Serena & Lily Raffia Runner, $68; 

serenaandlily.com 

VIETRI Red Stripe Napkin, $16; 

vietri.com 

FLATWARE 

West Elm Gold Flatware Set, $39 for 

a five-piece setting; westelm.com 



mu mi 



About Face 

Here’s our favorite new way 
to quench dry, thirsty skin: 
A drop or two of these 
elixirs, which replenish the 
oils that your skin craves in 
winter (without leaving it 
greasy— just glorious). 



lllil 



HYDRATES 

DRY SKIN 

RODIN olio lusso 
Face Oil, $170; 
oliolusso.com 




SMOOTHS LINES 
AND WRINKLES 

Sunday Riley Modern 
Skincare Flora 
Hydroactive Cellular 
Face Oil, $90; 
sephora.com 




TIGHTENS 

PORES 

Clarins Blue Orchid 
Face Treatment Oil, 

$54; clarins.com 



REDUCES 

REDNESS 

Herbivore Botanicals 
Lapis Facial Oil, 

$72; herbivore 
botanicals.com 



RICH IN 

ANTIOXIDANTS 

Kiehl’s Since 1851 
Daily Reviving 
Concentrate, $46; 
kiehls.com 
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IT MATTERS 
IN EVERYTHING. 

TO US, IT MATTERS 
MORE THAN ANYTHING. 
EXPLORE ATGMC.COM 

©M IS Gerteraf Motor j A3 rights user wd. Tte morlts 
«PR4irmg fa Ihis ad m the Eradamirka or umco marks 
ol {3RiU ntbsuliijies, affiliates arlicaniqr*. 




ADVERTISEMENT 



presenting TRAVEL+LEISURE 




ISLAND HOPPING BY YACHT IN 



Croatia 




CULTURAL IMMERSION IN 

cuba 





FOR TRIP DETAILS AND TO 



GO TO TRAVELANDLEISURE.COM/JOURNEYS OR CALL 844.284.0205. 
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GIFT GUIDE 





A cocktail hour 
conversation piece in 
nickel-plated brass: 

Authentic Models 
Lighthouse Cocktail 
Shaker, $270; 800/ 
888-1992 for retailers 



Backgammon, 
dressed up for 
game night with a 
diamond print: Serena 
& Lily Signature 
Backgammon Set in 
Navy, $198; serena 
andlily.com 



Hand-screened on 
cotton, perfect for 
parties: Thomaspaul 
Signal Flags Cocktail 
Napkins, $76 for a 
set of 12; shopthomas 
paul.com 



Made from antique chairs and 
brass that is fashioned in a 
Maryland shipyard: Brothers 
Rich Crab Hammers, $88 each; 
brothersrich.com 



Harvested from 
waters in Maine 
and California: 

Farmhouse 
Pottery Coastal 
Farmed Sea Salt 

$18; farmhouse 
pottery.com 



For the people who open 
their home to guests more 
weekends than not 



j 

f 



Jute rope plus 
stainless steel— an 
instant nautical 
addition to your 
table: Shiraleah 
Noemi Candlestick 
Holders, $45-$63 
each; shiraleah.com 



Crafted from linen that gets softer 
with time: Brahms Mount Leo 
Stripe Linen Throw in Dark Indigo, 
$288; brahmsmount.com 
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GIFT GUIDE 



Stylish and lightweight in 
100 percent raffia straw: 

AlWLxHat Attack Oversize 
Straw Fringe Hat, $115; 
hatattack.com 



A vintage-inspired 
scene printed on 
Belgian linen: 

Three Potato Four 








For the lovers of sand, sea, 
and everything beachy 






Triple-milled 
and super 
moisturizing, 
thanks to its all- 
vegetable base: 
Izola Surf Soap, 
$10; izola.com 




Hand-shaped from one piece 
of wood in Brazil: Frescobol 
Carioca Tahiti Surfboard, 

$2,879; frescobolcarioca.com 
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JOIN US ON THE 



Sumel - 

WINE CRUISE 





REVIEWS FROM OUR GUESTS 

“We have traveled Europe quite a bit, but 
we have never had such a unique experience 
as we did cruising with Sunset. From the luxury 
ship to the incredible wine, we thoroughly 
relaxed and enjoyed ourselves on this exclusive 
Sunset experience.” 

— Sharri & Darrell Belisle 




Oceania cruises* 



Your World. Your Way * 



RESERVE YOUR STATEROOM EARLY! 



winecmisegroup.com/sunset-wine-cruise-2016 




Expcdia 

cruise 



centers 



Expedia CruiseShipCenters, North Bay 

877-651-7447 

SunsetCruise@CruiseShipCenters.com 



*Fares are in U.S. dollars and are per person based on double occupancy for new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. 2 for 1 and Early Booking Savings are 
based on published Full Brochure Fares; such fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories and do not include optional charges as detailed in the 
Guest Ticket Contract, which may be viewed, along with additional terms, at OceaniaCruises.com.OLife Advantage amenities are subject to change and apply to OLife 
fares, Veranda Staterooms and above. Free shore excursions vary by voyage and exclude Oceania Choice, Oceania Exclusive and Executive Collection. Voyages up to 9 
days receive 3 free shore excursions.Free Internet and any indicated Shipboard Credits are one per stateroom. Free Pre-paid gratuities apply to the 1st and 2nd guests in 
the stateroom. "Free Airfare" promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip flights only from the following airports: ATL, BOS, CLT, DCA, 
DEN, DFW, DTW, EWR, HNL, IAH, IAD, JFK, LGA, LAX, MCO, MDW, MIA, ORD, PHL, PHX, SAN, SAV, SEA, SFO, TPA, YOW, YUL, YVR, YYZ. Airfare is available from all other U.S. & 
Canadian gateways for an additional charge. Any advertised fares that include the "Free Airfare" promotion include all airline fees, surcharges and government taxes. 
Airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. For details visit exploreflightfees.com. Ships' Registry: Marshall Islands. CST: 2101270-50 



GIFT GUIDE 



Painted in ink— or coffee!— by 
the artist before being printed 
digitally on cotton voile: Caryn 
Cramer Anuket Scarf in Inca, 
$249; caryncramer.com 



Crafted in the spirit of shoes worn on 
the Spanish coast: Soludos Smoking 
Slippers Embroidery in Pineapple, 
$65; soludos.com 



1 • • 





Shot glasses made from pink 
Himalayan salt— with built-in salty 
taste: Brett Cramer Himalayan Salt 
Tequila Glasses, $28 for a set of 

four; uncommongoods.com 



Stripe-happy, 
made of leather, 
and sized 
just right for 
carrying wine 
to the beach: 
Tory Burch 
Wine Tote in 
Vachetta, $95; 
toryburch.com 





Reflecting the rocky 
West Coast landscape 
thanks to pieces of 
glass, jade, marble, and 
quartz: Irene Wood 
Shi Shi Necklace, $140; 
historyandindustry.com 




Style Setters 



For the tastemakers, art 
lovers, and design-obsessed 



'I 




Inspired by a 
boat’s rigging: 

Sir Jack’s 
Pelican Hook 
Belt in Tan 
Leather, $125; 
sirjacks.com 





Printed in Vancouver as a bold accent: 

Banquet Atelier & Workshop 19.69" 
by 27.56" Green Palm Leaf Art Print, 
$60, in White Frame, $200; banquet 
workshop.com 




An American-made bamboo turn- 
table and speakers: Ball and Buck 
Sota Moonbeam Turntable, from 
$1,098, and Blumenstein Orca 
Speakers, $898; ballandbuck.com 
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VISPRING 

Luxury Beds - London 1901 




Vispring invented the modern day mattress in 1901. 

Today we continue to set the standard for the most luxurious beds. Handcrafted with our patented support 
system and from only the finest certified natural materials, for perfect comfort and natural sleep. 

Why would you sleep on anything else? 



Visit your local Vispring Specialist: 



ALBUQUERQUE, Urban Mattress - ATLANTA, Atlanta Mattress - AUSTIN, Urban Mattress - BELLEVUE, Henredon & Schoener - BERKELEY, Urban Mattress - BOCA RATON, City Mattress - 
BOULDER, Urban Mattress - BRIGHTON, Ml, US-Mattress - CENTENNIAL, Urban Mattress - CHICAGO, Chicago Luxury Beds - DALLAS, Cantoni, Urban Mattress - DENVER, Urban Mattress - FT COLLINS, 
Urban Mattress - HONOLULU, Slumber World - IRVINE, Cantoni - LANCASTER, Gardner’s Mattress - LAS VEGAS, Las Vegas Luxury Beds - MIAMI, Brickell Mattress - NAPLES, City Mattress - 
NEW YORK, ABC - NORTHBROOK, North Shore Bedding - NORTH NAPLES, City Mattress - NORTH PALM BEACH, City Mattress - PORTLAND, Eclectic Home - RANCHO SANTA EE, Le Dimora - 
SAN ANTONIO, Urban Mattress - SAN JOSE, Sleep - SCOTTSDALE, Scottsdale Bedroom - ST. LOUIS, Edwin Pepper - SUDBURY (BOSTON), The Organic Mattress - VIENNA (WASHINGTON D.C.), Urban Mattress - 
WEST HOLLYWOOD, Vispring on Beverly - WILLIAMSVILLE (NY), City Mattress 

CALGARY, Cushy Life, The Mattress & Sleep Company - EDMONTON, The Mattress & Sleep Company, McElheran's - HALIFAX, Attica - ISLAND VIEW (FREDERICTON), Valley Ridge Furniture - 
KITCHENER, Schreiter’s - NEWMARKET, Goodnight & Sweet Dreamzzz - OTTAWA, Cadieux - TORONTO, Elte - VANCOUVER, Jordans Interiors - VICTORIA, Jordans Interiors - 
WINNIPEG, Brick’s Fine Furniture 



LONDON - NEW YORK - PARIS - MILAN - BERLIN - MOSCOW - BEIJING - HONGKONG 



For more information: 1 . 866 . 611.1199 or info@vispring.com 



www.vispnng.com 





Answer calls and 
adjust volume and 
song choice by touch: 

Urbanears Plattan 
ADV Wireless Head- 
phones in Tomato, 
$99; urbanears.com 



GIFT GUIDE 



A portable wireless printer 
for smartphone photos sent 
via a free app: Fujifilm Instax 
Share Smartphone Printer 
SP-1, $180; amazon.com 



Tracks sleep, calo 
ries, and exercise- 
water resistant, 
too: Withings 
Activite Watch 
in Silver, $450; 
withings.com 



Made in France of comfy 
mesh and canvas: Rivieras 
Leisure Shoes Classic 
20° Shoes in Yellow, $68; 
rivieras-shoes.com 



The coziest travel com- 
panion around, made from 
merino wool: Faribault 
Woolen Mill Huntley Throw 
Cape in Cream, $280; 
faribaultmill.com 



Frequen t Fliers 



For the voyagers who 
live to journey 



Constructed from 
durable recycled sail- 
cloth: Sea Bags Boat 
Builder Weekender, 
$245, and Toiletry Bag, 
$40; seabags.com 



Holds a bottle of wine 
and keeps it cold for 24 
hours: S’well 25-ounce 
Nautical Bottle, $45; 
swellbottle.com 









VF 



m 



- 



A sweet leather 
ID tag for your 
trusty weekender: 

Sideshow Press Key 
Chain in Blush, $18; 
sideshowpress.com 
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□ WIN OUR PICKS! We’re hosting 25 days of giveaways beginning December 1. 
To enter for a chance to win, visit coastalliving.com/gift-guide 



PRINTER, SHOES, AND CAPE: DAVID HILLEGAS; ALL OTHER PRODUCTS: COURTESY OF MANUFACTURERS 
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Here you can find your own place in the 
sun. Where palms cast cooling shade on 
an island beach that’s gently caressed 
by warm, soothing waves of the Gulf of 
Mexico. No miles of condos. No towering 
hotels. Just cozy places to stay that 
will give you memories forever. And the 
serenity you’ve been looking for. 



Bradenton 
Anna Maria Island 
Longboat ICey 



FLORIDA’S WEST COAST 



BradentonGulflslands.com 

VjuJi. AwJ^ahKc. Li snuLC. 
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Edgewater Real Estate 

Come Join The FUN! With a large 
selection of private homes, cottages 
and resort villas, And no matter your 
budget, style or taste, we have the 
perfect vacation waiting just for you! 

877-778-0099 • 941-778-8104 
EdgewaterVacation Homes.com 




The Sandbar Restaurant 

On Anna Maria Island, featuring 
authentic, sustainable Gulf to table, 
farm to fork menu items, breathtaking 
sunsets and toes in the sand dining! 
Award winning for best seafood, best 
sunset and favorite wedding and event 
venue. Come experience Real Florida! 
941-778-0444 • lslandDining.com 




Anna Maria Vacations 

We are a unique rental company 
specializing in the finest Anna Maria 
Island vacation rentals. Our carefully 
hand selected properties provide our 
guests the upscale vacation experience 
they desire. From Gulf to Bay water 
front properties and exquisite inland 
homes just a short stroll to the beach! 

855-910-9600 • AnnaMaria.com 




Anna Maria Island Resorts 

The perfect beach vacation on Florida’s 
unspoiled Anna Maria island (TripAdvisor’s 
4th Best Island Vacation Destination 
USA) Four award-winning beach resorts: 
Tortuga, Tradewinds, Sea Side & Tropic 
Isle. Enjoy exceptional beaches, pools, 
docks & luxurious accommodations. 

941-778-6611 

AnnaMarialslandResorts.net 











EXPERIENCE 
THE COLORS 
OF THE 
BRADENTON 
AREA 



Explore our website. 
Discover our app. 

Find your perfect beach. 
Let our colors inspire you! 



• THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF BRADENTON! • 
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The Bradenton Area is home to 
vibrant excursions and stunning 
views. Treat your senses and 
explore the shades of our 
location: Snooty™ Grey, Anna 
Maria Sunset, Bradenton Blush, 
and Longboat Key Teal. 



BradentonGulflslands.com/OurCoastalColors 
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Smell the flowers at the Pi 



tee Aquarium at 
a Museum 



Bradenton 
Anna Maria Bland 
Longboat Key 



LCnGBOAT KW TEAL 
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Play outside at Whitney Beach 



AIMA MARIA SUI1SET 



Raise a glass at the Sandbar Restaurant 








Edgewater Real Estate 

Come Join The FUN! With a large 
selection of private homes, cottages 
and resort villas, And no matter your 
budget, style or taste, we have the 
perfect vacation waiting just for you! 

877-778-0099 • 941 -778-81 04w 
EdgewaterVacation Homes.com 




Anna Maria Vacations 

We are a unique rental company 
specializing in the finest Anna Maria 
Island vacation rentals. Our carefully 
hand selected properties provide our 
guests the upscale vacation experience 
they desire. From Gulf to Bay water 
front properties and exquisite inland 
homes just a short stroll to the beach! 
855-910-9600 • AnnaMaria.com 



Here you’ll find hundreds of ways to 
get away, get together and make the 
memories of a lifetime. Whether you rent 
a boat and explore an offshore island, 
head to the mainland and take a tour of 
a working farm, or simply stroll the shops 
and cafes of a quaint downtown, this is the 
vacation all of you will always remember. 

BradentonGulflslands.com 

T&ial. /VJ£oh.+Cc. ’VLb'vLAjk. 









The Sandbar Restaurant 

On Anna Maria Island, featuring 
authentic, sustainable Gulf to table, 
farm to fork menu items, breathtaking 
sunsets and toes in the sand dining! 
Award winning for best seafood, best 
sunset and favorite wedding and event 
venue. Come experience Real Florida! 
941-778-0444 • lslandDining.com 

Anna Maria Island Resorts 

The perfect beach vacation on Florida’s 
unspoiled Anna Maria island (TripAdvisor’s 
4th Best Island Vacation Destination 
USA) Four award-winning beach resorts: 
Tortuga, Tradewinds, Sea Side & Tropic 
Isle. Enjoy exceptional beaches, pools, 
docks & luxurious accommodations. 
941-778-6611 

AnnaMarialslandResorts.net 
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2015 IDEA 
COTTAGE 



MAGIC 



Bold color and space- 
saving ideas turn 
a 1980s Florida 
bungalow into a cozy, 
contemporary haven 

BY MARISA SPYKER 



The Allur? siding is 
pafnted Amherst Gray, 
&hd»the*railings are 
painted Cloud Cover, 
both by Benjamin Moore. 
The windows and doors 
are by Integrity. The 
curtain panel fabric is 
by Sunbrella. 



N STYLING BY RACHAEL BURROW AND LYNN NESMITH 



PHOTOGRAPHS BY JEAN ALLSOPP AND TRIA GIOVA 








HAVENS (2015 IDEA COTTAGE ) 




The designers added fan 
palms, wax myrtles, and 
potted elephant ears to the 
existing Florida foliage. 



the best beach houses often come in small packages. So for our first renovation 
showhouse, we wanted to celebrate one of the most classic— and compact— seaside 
dwellings: the beach cottage. Working with design duo Mark and Paige Schnell, along 
with builder Peter Horn of Artisan, Inc., we transformed a decades-old fixer-upper 
into a 2,500-square-foot retreat. It’s tucked into the coastal town of Seagrove, Florida, 
"one of the oldest beachfront towns along 30A,” says Horn, who grew up spending 
summers in the community, which is part of the 26-mile stretch of shore known as 
South Walton. "Locals have strived to maintain that historic character. We like the 
sandy, unpaved roads and the old oak trees that create a canopy over the homes.” 

The designers kept the footprint of the cottage nearly the same, and built an addition 
onto the rear of the house to accommodate an airy great room. They also dreamed 
up a new "wine garden” in the back. (Check it out on page 34.) "One of the hallmarks 
of beach cottages is that the outdoors are just as important as the rooms inside,” says 
Paige, an interior designer. (Mark, an urban designer, created the renovation’s 
architectural design.) Here are 16 of our favorite ideas for updating a traditional 
beach cottage with smart, modern design. 



1. STRENGTHEN SIDING The 

team replaced the original worn wooden 
siding with composite cement boards 
designed to mimic the appearance of 
wood. “It lasts much longer than real 
wood and requires less maintenance,” 
says Horn, adding that it looks similar to 
materials used in old Seagrove houses. 

2. PLAY UP ORIGINAL 
DETAILS Against the newly painted 
charcoal facade, the white geometric 
railings really pop. “The previous owner 
built them himself, modeled after railings 
he saw on a cottage in the Cayman 
Islands,” says Mark. “They are unique to 
this house, and central to its character.” 
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The dining porch now 
connects to the family room 
through new French doors. 



Mildew-resistant 
tied with rope block rain 
sun, and add 



3 . PROTECT THE PORCH 

Horn insulated the ceilings on the 
veranda with rigid foam board. “It’s 
a less protective type of insulation 
than what you would use indoors, 
but it’s all you need to prevent the 
sun’s heat from transferring through 
the porch roof,” he says. 

4 . REPLACE WINDOWS 
WITH GLASS DOORS The deep 

porch overhang limits sunlight in 
adjacent rooms, so the team replaced 
windows with impact-resistant 
glass-front French doors by Integrity. 
Now, additional light brightens the 
rooms and provides a seamless 
transition from indoors to outside. >■ 



The porch base is painted Kendall 
Charcoal, the floor is painted Chelsea 
Gray, and the ceiling is painted Cloud 
Cover, all by Benjamin Moore. The 
furniture is by Lloyd Flanders, and the 
fabrics and throw are by Sunbrella. 

The windows and doors are by Integrity. 
The sunglasses are by Costa. 
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The blue artwork is 
by New Orleans artist 
Mallory Page. 



The living room, dining room, and 
kitchen are painted White Dove, 
the kitchen cabinetry is painted 
Raccoon Fur, and the family room 
is painted Slate Teal in a high 
gloss, all by Benjamin Moore. The 
windows and doors are by 
Integrity. The lighting is by Circa 
Lighting. The seating is by Lee 
Industries. The living room fabrics, 
window treatments, rug, and 
throw are by Sunbrella. 



5 . BLEND OLD AND NEW To increase the small 
home’s living and entertaining space without altering the 
original facade, the team added a 730-square-foot great 
room to the rear of the house, which accommodates a larger 
living and dining area, and an updated kitchen. Tongue- 
and-groove walls and whitewashed oak floors create an 
appearance of age in keeping with the rest of the house, and 
vaulted ceilings with dormer windows ensure the space gets 
plenty of light. The furniture is upholstered in resilient all- 
weather fabrics by Sunbrella that won’t fade in the sun. 
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Glazed ceramic 




6. ADD WARMTH WITH WOOD To offset the modern 
surfaces of the kitchen— including Carrara marble countertops, a 
smoky-gray backsplash, and chrome Moen fixtures— Paige topped the 
island with rock maple butcher block for an organic contrast. 





7. MAKE WALLS WORK HARDER Storage space in small 
cottage kitchens fills up fast, so Paige installed open shelving along 
an empty wall flanking an adjacent powder room. “Every inch of a 
house this size has to serve a purpose,” she notes. 




8. UTILIZE EVERY CORNER With plentiful outdoor spaces for 
sharing meals and entertaining friends, the designers opted to keep the 
indoor dining area small, and tucked it into a corner of the great room. 
A 42-inch concrete table seats four; the seating is a mix of slipcovered 
armchairs and drum ottomans trimmed with a nailhead detail. 



9. GO MONOCHROMATIC The designers embraced the 
compact size of the family room— previously the living room— by 
painting the walls, trim, and ceiling a glossy blue (Slate Teal by 
Benjamin Moore). White artwork and accessories and a polished- 
nickel pendant from Circa Lighting brighten the marine hue. 
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The bed is a solid 
mahogany spool bed 
by Reid Classics^a^^^ 
fitting choice for a 
cottage bedroom thanks 
to its old-fashioned, 
handcrafted charm. 



The guest room is painted 
Wood Lawn Blue, the master 
bath cabinetry is painted 
Black, and the office is 
painted Covington Blue and 
White Dove, all by Benjamin 
Moore. The doors are by 
Integrity. The master bath 
fixtures are by Moen. The 
lamps, sconces, and pendants 
are by Circa Lighting. 



11 . PLAY UP SMALL 
SPACES WITH 
PATTERN Cane-print 
wallpaper punches up the 
master bath. “In small rooms, 
you have to do something 
big to make them memo- 
rable,” says Paige, who 
paired the bold print with 
black cabinetry, marble 
countertops, and a chrome 
sconce by Circa Lighting. 



10 . HONOR THE PAST 

Using a collection of different 
frames in a single neutral shade, 
Paige created a gallery wall of old 
family photos in the guest 
bedroom. “The main rule is to use 
a variety of sizes,” says Paige. “I 
even like to mix and match styles, 
and do some with mats and some 
without.” A pair of wall lamps 
strike a shiny modern contrast and 
make for stylish in-bed reading. 
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This clear acrylic chair and 
a trio of stools are simple 
and lightweight, providing 
seating for several without 
making the small room 
feel crowded. 



12. DOUBLE A ROOM’S 
FUNCTION A room that 




serves dual purposes is a smart 
space saver in a compact 
cottage. The narrow built-in 
desk in the upstairs study 
leaves plenty of room for a 
foldaway daybed by Lee 
Industries (below), making this 
space an office by day and a 
guest room by night. 



13 . OPEN UP THE ATTIC 

Rather than expand the 
footprint of the upstairs rooms, 
the team decided to expand 
up into the attic, removing 
8-foot ceilings and exposing 
the trusswork and vaulted roof- 
line. “It adds so much light,” 
says Paige. They then color- 
blocked the walls and ceiling. 
“The darker color grounds the 
room and emphasizes its 
height,” she adds. >- 



The daybed upholstery is a 
cotton-linen blend, making 
it comfortable and cool for 
dozing in warmer climates. 
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14. BUILD A WINE GARDEN Yes, really! 
The team transformed the unused backyard 
space into a prime hosting hangout. Ample sofa 
seating by Lloyd Flanders lines waist-height 
paneled walls that double as planters and align 
with the dimensions of the adjacent back porch. 
“It feels like an extension of the cottage,” says 
Mark, who incorporated columns for stringing 
lights above the convivial garden. Granite- 
topped fire tables ensure the outdoor room is 
comfortable for family and friends year-round. 

15. ADD A BEACHY CABANA A striped 

Sunbrella cabana serves as a beachy garden 
focal point and a shady spot to chill bottles 
and refill your glass. The wine bucket inside 
is a vintage urn, but the all-weather shelter 
can accommodate bar carts, shelving for 
outdoor games, or even a serving table for 
afternoon cookouts. For more information, 
see Sources, page 72. > 



The fabrics and throw are by Sunbrella. The seating, 
end tables, and fire tables are by Lloyd Flanders. 
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COTTAGE CRUSH For more tips, inspiration, and before- 
and-after photos, visit coastalliving.com/showhouse 






The fire tables have 
resin-coated woven bases, the 
sofa wicker is a beachy sea 
green, and the string lights 
of galvanized iron 
that will not rust. 








S ATUR AL TRAINING TJtEATf 



Naturally Delicious 
Training Treats 



Whether your pup prefers a crispy 
crunch or a moist and meaty treat, 
BLUE Bits® are the ideal reward 
for your four-legged friend's best 
behavior. BLUE Bits contain natural 
ingredients and vitamins that 
help support a growing puppy's 
needs like: 

• Glucosamine & Chondroitin 
to help promote joint health 

• Taurine to help promote 
heart health 

• Vitamins A, C & E to help support 
immune system health 
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VISIT 

SEAGROVE 

Named for the thick grove of salt-sprayed oak trees that shade this quiet enclave, 
Seagrove is a hidden jewel tucked along a mile-and-a-half stretch of the white-sand 
shores of South Walton. Charming historic cottages line the narrow streets just a short 
walk or bike ride from bustling 30A, offering easy access to local boutiques and cafes. 




Clockwise: The 
sugar-white beaches 
of South Walton; a 
shaded Seagrove path; 
locally made finds at 
the farmers’ market 




MEET 

THE 

CREW 

A talented trio took the cottage from 
humble abode to modern retreat. From 
left: architectural and urban designer 
Mark Schnell of Schnell Urban Design, 
interior designer Paige Schnell of 
Tracery Interiors, and builder Peter Horn 
of Artisan, Inc. in Costa sunglasses 
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TEAM PHOTO BY MALLORY WILLIAMS 




£>201 5 Blue Buffalo Co., Ltd. 



You love him like family, 
so feed him like family with BLUE. 




Like all pet parents who think of their dogs as family, you 
want to feed him with the same care as family. ThatS why J 
all BLUE dog foods are made with the high-quality, natural 
ingredients he deserves. 

All BLUE dog foods: 
y ALWAYS feature real meat 
y ALWAYS include veggies and fruit 
y ALWAYS include antioxidant-rich LifeSourceEl Bits 
v DONUT have chicken (or poultry) by-product meals 
S DONUT have artificial colors, flavors or preservatives 
y DONUT have corn, wheat or soy 

And your dog can enjoy all of this naturally 
healthy goodness for only pennies a day more. 





beachcoTTAG e 

Sea grove ■ Florida 



ARCHITECT 


CHARITIES 


ACCOMMODATION 


Mark Schnell, Schnell 


Alaqua Animal Refuge 


PARTNERS 


Urban Design 


alaquaanimalrefuge.org 


Sunburst Beach Vacations 


schnellurbandesign.com 


850.88o.6399 


sunburstbeachvacations.com 


850.419.2397 


Food for Thought 


850.231.6954 


INTERIOR DESIGN 


fftfl.org 


Watercolor Inn & Resort 


Paige Schnell, Tracery 


850.290.4056 


watercolorresort.com 


Interiors 




850.534.5000 


traceryinteriors.com 


Seaside Repertory 




850.231.6755 


Theatre 


TRANSPORTATION 




lovetherep.com 


PARTNER 


BUILDER 


850.231.0733 


Sunshine Shuttle 


Peter Horn, Artisan 




& Limousine 


artisan-builds.com 




sunshineshuttle.com 


850.231.4604 




850.650.6333 



CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS 



ALLISON WICKEY 


COLONIAL MILLS, INC. 


GRAYTON BEER 


850.420.8419 


8oo.343.9339 


850.231.4786 


allisonwickey.com 


colonialmills.com 


graytonbeer.com 


ARTCRAFT AWNING CO. 


COURTNEY J. GARRETT 


HORIZONS WINDOW FASHIONS 


251.706.3526 


773.376.8i6o 


800.858.2352 


artcraftawning.com 


courtneyjgarrett.com 


horizonshades.com 


ARTISTIC STONE WORKS 


COYUCHI 


INFINITY FLOORING 


850.243.8111 


888.418.8847 


850.650.1039 


artisticstoneworksinc.com 


coyuchi.com 


infinityfloors.com 


BARBARA COSGROVE LAMPS 


DUNES AND DUCHESS 


JUSTIN GAFFREY GALLERY 


816.221.3461 


205.422.0084 


850.267.2022 


barbaracosgrovelamps.com 


dunesandduchess.com 


justinmadebyhand.com 


BEVOLO GAS & 


ELIZABETH HAWKE DESIGNS 


KAY FULLER AND SONS 


ELECTRIC LIGHTS 


334.546.9010 


229.888.2601 


504.522.9485 

bevolo.com 


onebirdsnest.com 


kayfullerandsons.com 




EMERALD COAST 


LACEFIELD DESIGNS 


BRADLEY 


WINE & SPIRITS 


800.207.7402 


404.814.9595 


850.231.1887 


lacefielddesigns.com 


bradley-usa.com 


coastbeveragegroupllc.com 


MALLORY PAGE 


BRANDINO BRASS 


FERGUSON BATH, KITCHEN & 


504.510.5165 


205.978.8900 


LIGHTING GALLERY 


mallorypage.com 


brandinobrass.com 


850.269.1993 






ferguson.com 


MEG BRAFF DESIGNS 


BUILDER SPECIALTIES, INC. 




5i6.8oi.4939 


850.650.9092 


FOXDELIVERY LLC 


megbraffdesigns.com 


builderspecialties.net 


850.588.5503 

foxdeliveryllc.com 
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Benjamin Moore 

vwitinw rn mtm.- 

Mother Nature doesn’t stand a 
chance against Aura Exterior. It’s 
specially designed to be hard 
on the surface to withstand the 
elements and resist fading, while 
being flexible underneath to protect 
against cracking and peeling. And 
thanks to our exclusive Color 
Lock® technology and our lifetime 
guarantee, the color will look like 
new season after season. Benjamin 
Moore. Paint like no other. To find an 
authorized retailer near you go to 
benjaminmoore.com. 



NANCY HUGHES MILLER 

919.454.5694 

nancyhughesmiller.com 

REID CLASSICS 

334796.9021 

reidclassics.com 

ROMO 

800.338.2783 

romo.com 

SHERRY SANDQUIST 

sherryfloydsandquist.com 

STICKS & STONES DIST., INC. 

850.267.3677 

sticksandstonesdist.com 

TEXTILLERY 

800.223.7673 

textillery.com 

THE OLD WOOD CO. 

866.967.9663 

theoldwoodco.com 

US LUMBER 

877.790.5522 

uslumber.com 

WAYFAIR (TRADE SERVICES) 

617.502.7837 

wayfair.com 




NATIONAL SPONSORS 
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circa LJGKTlHtf 

At Circa Lighting, our priority 
is to provide an outstanding 
experience. Our refreshing 
approach makes your search for 
lighting simple and the results 
brilliant. View our lighting 
collection at one of our boutique 
lighting showrooms or online at 
circalighting.com | 877.762.2323 




C 4 COSTA 

As the leading manufacturer of 
the world's clearest polarized 
performance sunglasses, 
Costa offers superior lens 
technology and unparalleled fit 
and durability. Still handcrafted 
today in Florida, Costa has 
created the highest quality, 
best performing sunglasses for 
outdoor enthusiasts since 1983. 
costadelmar.com 



integrity 

Wirtdn-t pan* 1 

Integrity® Windows and Doors 
is the world's largest and most 
experienced manufacturer 
of windows and doors made 
with Ultrex. We didn't just join 
the fiberglass revolution — we 
pioneered it. Our heritage as part 
of the Marvin family of brands is 
built on more than a century of 
excellence and expertise. 
marvin.com/integrity 







LtOVD PlANtJEBS* 



At Lloyd Flanders, great design, 
craftsmanship and lifelong 
durability are all intertwined. We 
combine product and finishing 
innovations with over 100 years 
of tradition and experience to 
produce classic all-weather 
wicker furniture to be enjoyed 
for generations. Our distinctive 
collections offer a variety of 
choices for all of today’s outdoor 
living spaces, lloydflanders.com 




CEImoen 

At Moen, the word “design” 
doesn’t just describe the outside 
of the product but also how it’s 
made from the inside. Often, what 
makes Moen products special is 
what you don't see: thoughtfully 
designed innovations that 
perform beautifully and truly 
delight today's consumer. 
moen.com | 800.Buy.Moen 




Located along a 26-mile 
stretch on Northwest Florida's 
Gulf Coast, South Walton 
encompasses a strand of 16 
acclaimed beach neighborhoods, 
each with its own unique style. 
Renowned for turquoise water 
and sugar-white sand, South 
Walton is continually recognized 
as a premier destination that 
offers an upscale, yet casual 
place to build lasting memories. 
visitsouthwalton.com 
800.822.6877 




Since 1969, LEE Industries has been 
bringing consumers comfortable, 
stylish, design conscious 
upholstery that is handcrafted 
with pride in the USA! 
Ieeindustries.com | 8OO.892.7150 




HOME 



Bring luxurious decor to your 
home with Sunbrella® fabrics. 
From intricate jacquards to 
versatile canvas, Sunbrella fabrics 
are styled for every living space 
and every taste, always assuring 
fade resistance and easy care. 
sunbrella.com 




ttle Miss 
nshine 



Splashes of gold and 
jolly blue whales make 
this tiny seaside sparkler 
both nautical and nice. 



Branch out from traditio 
trimmings with thes 
festive Christmas tree tool 
celebrate sand and se 



Produced by 

LINDSEY 
ELLIS BEATTV 



I ext by ELLEA 
MCGAULEY 



Photographs by 

DAVID HILLEGAS 
and MAX KIM BEE 




SHOT ON LOCATION AT A SULLIVAN’S ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, HOME DESIGNED BY BEAU CLOWNEY AND JENNY KEENAN. 




THE GIFT 
WRAP 

Gilded looks feel both 
light-dappled and ele- 
gantly festive, like these 
gold foil-, brushstroke-, 
and Greek key-patterned 
papers. Ribbon, foil paper, 
and brushstroke paper, 
Paper Source. Greek key 
paper, Zazzle. 



THE 

TRIMMINGS 



Play up the tree’s 
shimmer with bronze 
anchors and sunny-hued 
glass globes. The 7-inch 
topper has just the right 
amount of star power to 
headline this mini-but- 
mighty tree. Anchors, 
Cody Foster & Co. 
Globes, Christmas Lights 
Etc. Star, Amazon. 



THE WOW 



These glittery glass 
whales even have a 
sparkly spout! Whales, 
Cody Foster & Co. 
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THE TREE 



Talk about a brilliant 
pick for beach houses. 

At just 21/2 feet tall, this 
tinsel tree is minimal 
effort, big reward. Plus, 
there’s no stand required: 
Just pop it into a sturdy 
vase and let it shine. 

Tree, Tuesday Morning. 
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The Frosty 
Flamingo 

This groovy palette of 
sea foam, pinks, and corals 
is full of retro-inspired fun. 
Let the party begin! 










THE GIFT WRAP 




Holiday color can be surprisingly rich in different 
variations of one lovely hue under your tree. 
Here, shades of sea foam green look just right 
in front of the ocean view. Ribbon and papers, 
Paper Source. Tags, Moglea. 



THE TREE 

Traditional Christmas 
greenery just flew south 
for the winter. The white 
branches of flocked spruce 
trees like this one make 
ornaments in hot hues shine. 
Conceal the stand in a 
garden planter— we used a 
patterned, Chippendale- 
style container. Tree, 
Vickerman. Planter, Amazon. 



THE 

TRIMMINGS 

Channel retro cheer with 
quirky 1940s saucer 
ornaments, and then balance 
the kitsch with translucent 
jade globes. Crown with 
a large bow. Saucers, Great 
Vintage Fun/Etsy. Large 
globes, Serena & Lily. Small 
globes, Christmas Lights Etc. 



THE WOW 

These playful, cheeky 
birds are such a stand- 
out that you only need 
a few! Flamingos, 
Cody Foster & Co. 
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The Crafty 
Beachcomber 




THE GIFT WRAP 




** r 



Pair sandy tones and textures, like this 100 
percent fiber paper (bottom) and natural burlap 
ribbon, with patterns and solids in sun and 
sea colors. We crafted the seaside gift tags by 
gluing store-bought sand dollars to wooden 
tags spray-painted white. Natural and yellow 
papers, Paper Source. Blue paper, Minted. 
Ribbon, tags, and shells, Hobby Lobby. 



the wow 

Six-inch glass “fishing 
floats” with knotted 
jute rope bring 
serious coastal cred. 
Floats, At Home. 



THE 

TRIMMINGS 



Brush seashells (these are 
Irish deeps shells from a 
crafts store) with purple 
glitter glue, and then drill a 
small hole in the hinge end 
for hanging. Deepen the 
palette with bright globe 
ornaments, like these 3y4-inch 
lavender balls. Seashells, 
Hobby Lobby. Purple globes, 
Christmas Lights Etc. Woven 
star topper, Baskauta 27/Etsy. 
Scallop shell garland, Beach 
Grass Cottage. 



fl « 
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THE TREE 

The sturdy, deep, 
blue-green branches of 
Fraser Firs won’t sag 
under the weight of 
oversize ornaments. 



□ TOP CHRISTMAS TREES See more of our favorite festive 
holiday trees at coastalliving.com/christmas-trees 
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID TSAY 
STYLING BY LIZ STRONG 
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The pillow fabrics on 
the banquette are by 
Peter Dunham. The 
dining table is crafted 
of hammered stainless 
steel on a wood base, 
paired with loom and 
bamboo fretwork side 
chairs. Far left: Home- 
owner Jill Johnson 
with sons Charlie (in 
purple) and Luke 

U lY* - w t 









f love the holidays here,” says designer Jill Johnson other 
sun-kissed and sand-dusted neighborhood in Manhattan 
Beach, California. “It’s an easygoing place with plenty of 
celebrating, but lots of simple family time at the beach, too.” 
Johnson mirrors the community’s happy holiday vibe in 
the shingle-clad home she designed, just blocks from the 
ocean, with natural abalone and boxwood wreaths decking 
the windows and reflective, mercury glass ornaments dotting fes- 
tive garlands. “Around the holidays, I try to play off of the coastal 
surroundings and just enhance what’s already here,” says Johnson. 
“Natural greenery, sea-inspired colors, beachy ornaments— these 
all feel very right for this house.” 

That’s because regardless of season, she balances artful details 
with laid-back, livable elements in the two-story home she shares 
with sons Charlie, 8, and Luke, 7. It’s also a place where she lets her 
natural instincts be her guide. “The beauty of designing a home from 
scratch is that I didn’t have to follow any rules. I just put in every- 
thing I love, and made it work,” she says. 

And the decorator and avid surfer knows a thing or two about 
following her passion. Thirteen years ago, Johnson traded in 
her career as a clothing designer— she had her own line of girls’ 
surf wear— to segue into a new line of work. She now co-owns a 
coastal design shop, Waterleaf Interiors, in the heart of downtown 
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An entryway settee is 
upholstered in a lime 
chinoiserie fabric by 
China Seas. Opposite, 
from top: In the living 
room, Johnson hung 
mercury glass ornaments 
from a potted fiddle fig 
tree. The interior of an 
antique cabinet-turned- 
bar is wallpapered in a 
Cole & Son print. 



m 

vfjjt 





'he whale wallpaper in 
the boys’ playroom is 
by Geoff McFetridge. 

Opposite, from top: 
Luke’s spool bed is an 
heirloom, and the 
wallpaper is printed 
with nautical charts. 

Charlie’s ship and 
whale bedding is by 
Thomas Paul. 




m 




seas aid 

GREETINGS 

Jill Johnson’s tips for holiday 
decorating with coastal style 

DECORATE A KIDS’ TREE 

“I put a flocked Christmas tree 
in the playroom, and we trim it 
with sea creature ornaments. 
My boys are obsessed with 
whales and sharks, so there 
are plenty of those hanging 
from the branches.” 

HANG ABALONE WREATHS 
Switch up traditional greenery 
with wreaths made from these 
iridescent seashells. Johnson 
hangs them on windows and 
even tucks them into shelving. 

COLOR-CODE YOUR RIBBON 

Johnson ties her palette 
together (and syncs it with her 
year-round decor) by using 
the same l 3 /4-inch turquoise 
ribbon on gifts, around 
wreaths, and in garlands. 



Manhattan Beach, just a three-minute walk from her home. And while 
her approach to designing her own interiors often hinges on custom 
flourishes and embellishments— from the Moorish window details 
and Moroccan tiles she included at the front door to the bespoke trim 
she added to the living room sofas— Johnson says: “I have to remem- 
ber that decorating a room is like planning an outfit. You don’t want 
too much going on. Success depends greatly on balance and restraint.” 

An ocean-inspired palette of greens, dark blues, and aquas keeps 
the living spaces in harmony, and tops Johnson’s “love” list. “It’s pretty 
wonderful to be able to come home to a soothing environment that 
reminds me of the sea,” she says. In her bedroom, for example, the 
soft, watery tones of an aqua dhurrie and paisley-print draperies pair 
with a minty glass chandelier for a cool, coastal vibe. In the boys’ 
playroom, though, she took a more whimsical approach and papered 
the walls in a graphic black-and-white whale pattern. 

In the main living spaces and bedrooms, grounding elements such 
as oatmeal-colored dining room cushions, jute rugs, and grasscloth 
wallpapers establish a neutral base for layering in the seafaring blues 
and greens. Oyster-white sofas with Johnson’s signature trim anchor 
the living room. “Believe me, my boys are very messy and dirty, but I 
love the crispness of white, and find it’s easy enough to keep clean with 
a Scotchgard treatment,” she notes. “And the turquoise ribbon border 
takes the look of white sofas up a notch and gives them more of a 
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tailored look.” Johnson added similarly sophisticated detailing to 
a large cabinet in the same space: Sleek brass library lights illumi- 
nate shelving; below, brass wire screens add contrasting texture 
to cabinet doors. “I like those custom elements, even though our 
lifestyle is very casual,” says Johnson. “Sometimes, adding little 
details like these can make all the difference.” 

In the kitchen, an eclectic collection of china and blue-green 
glassware stars. A veteran flea-market scourer, Johnson puts her 
mishmash of vintage and modern pieces to everyday use, and keeps 
it within easy reach. “The open shelving is so much more functional 
for the things I use daily” she says. She also outfitted the space with 
both an island— which is ideal for prep— and a peninsula counter, 
which is a natural congregating spot for guests. “I always host 
Christmas, so this works great when my family and friends gather,” 
says the California native. The holiday party usually spills over onto 
the patio (connected to the kitchen and living room through 
French doors) for roasting marshmallows in the outdoor fireplace. 
“We string lights outside and play music, the kids skateboard up 
and down the driveway— it’s a great spot,” Johnson adds. “I really 
liked the idea of designing a house that makes it easy for us to do 
this, to just be together.” ■ For more information, see Sources, page 72. 

Stephanie Hunt writes home stories, features, essays, and travel 
pieces from her home in Charleston, South Carolina. 
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Made of recycled Coke 
bottles, the glass bead 
chandelier in the master 
bedroom is by Ro Sham 
Beaux. Opposite, from 
top: The outdoor fireplace 
is inlaid with Moroccan 
tiles and flanked by 
Century cabana chairs. 

The front door and 
shutters are painted Black 
Onyx by Benjamin Moore. 











CHRISTMAS 

^ ON THE BAY fS 3 




A D.C. chef and his family fix the ultimate holiday 
feast at their historic home on the Chesapeake 
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PROP STYLING BY RACHAEL BURROW AND LINDA HIRST; FOOD STYLING BY MARIAN COOPER CAIRNS 






'YAtS- J r 







\ 


Polly Wiedmaier’s 
white Mottahedeh 
Prosperity plates are 


reproductions of a 1700s 




china pattern found on 
the family’s property 
during its excavation. 
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Original 17th-century 
wood flooring and ceiling 



beams give the old 



customs house warmth and 



character. The ladder leads 



to a guest room. 
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The Wiedmaiers’ dock is 
the perfect perch to spot 
migrating fowl. ' ^ 
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there’s nothing more traditional than celebrat- 
ing the holidays in their circa-1680 Maryland 
retreat. “When we found it four years ago, 
we could tell it was very old, which made it all 
the more charming,” Polly says. The couple 
discovered the brick-clad home, a former cus- 
toms house for the British, while searching for 
a getaway a short drive from Washington, D.C., 
where Robert is the chef at 10 local restau- 
rants, including his award-winning, French- 
inspired flagship, Marcel’s. Robert, a longtime 
hunter and fisherman, fell in love with the 
property’s 23 waterfront acres; Polly was 
partial to the home’s historic character and 
spacious living areas (thanks to additions 
made over the years). And its location directly 
on the Chesapeake made it even sweeter. “The 
bay is just one of those places that people enjoy 
year-round,” says Polly. “You can play football 
on the lawn or sit outside and watch the fishing 
boats go by in the middle of winter.” 

Holidays at the Wiedmaier house are rooted 
in the bounty of the Chesapeake. Polly finds 
homegrown Christmas decorations in mag- 
nolia and boxwood branches— the perfect 
complement to antique holiday heirlooms, 
including a collection of vintage European 
nutcrackers inherited from Robert’s mother. 
The Christmas Day menu follows suit: Robert 
cooks whatever his land and coastline provide, 
from oysters to Canada geese, prepared with 
seasonal flavors such as cinnamon and black 
currants. “Our dinners here are simple and 
usually not planned more than a day or two in 
advance,” he says. “So what we cook changes 
depending on what we have that week.” One 
constant in the Wiedmaier home this season: 
time spent taking in those stunning views. 
“Just being on the bay when it’s snowing out- 
side and we have the fireplace burning inside 
makes me happy,” says Robert. “There’s really 
no better way to spend a holiday.” 
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■3? THE WIEDMAIER CHRISTMAS FEAST r 



Slow-roasted 
Patuxent Mallard 

HANDS-ON TIME: 30 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 2 hours, 35 minutes 

4 (6-ounce) duck breasts 
4 garlic cloves, chopped 

1 tablespoon fresh thyme, chopped 

2 teaspoons Chinese five spice 
1 tablespoon orange zest 

Vz cup fresh orange juice 

1. Use a sharp knife to score the skin of the 
duck breasts in a diamond pattern, being 
careful not to slice through the flesh. Place in 
a zip-top plastic bag with remaining ingredi- 
ents. Refrigerate 2 hours or up to 4 hours. 

2 . Drain duck and pat dry with paper towels; 
discard marinade. Heat a large nonstick skillet 
over medium heat. Add duck, skin side down; 
cook 5 to 6 minutes or until skin is brown 
and fat begins to render. Increase heat to 
medium-high, flip duck, and cook 5 to 8 more 
minutes or until desired degree of doneness. 

3 . Transfer duck breasts to a cutting board, 
and let rest 5 minutes before slicing. Makes 
6 servings. 

Honey Mead-Brined 
Canada Goose with 
Cabbage, Currants, and 
Bruleed Pears 

HANDS-ON TIME: 1 hour, 30 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 10 hours + 10 minutes 

4 shallots, sliced 
1 teaspoon mustard seed 

1 teaspoon coriander seeds 

3 fresh thyme sprigs 

2 tablespoons honey 

6 cups honey mead, divided 
2 tablespoons plus M 2 teaspoon salt, 
divided 

2 (8- to 10-ounce) goose breasts 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 teaspoons fresh thyme, chopped 
Vz teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
Sauteed Cabbage & Currants (recipe at right) 
Bruleed Pears (recipe at right) 

1. Combine first 5 ingredients, 2 cups honey 
mead, and 2 tablespoons salt in a medium 
saucepan over medium-high heat; bring to 
a boil. Transfer mixture to a large bowl, and 
let cool to room temperature. Add goose 
breasts to marinade, cover, and refrigerate 
8 to 12 hours. 

2 . Preheat oven to 375°. Drain goose and 
pat dry with paper towels; discard marinade. 
Heat olive oil in a large oven-safe skillet 
over medium-high heat. Add goose breasts, 
skin sides down, and cook about 6 minutes 
or until skin is deep golden brown and fat 
has rendered. Flip goose; cook 1 more 
minute. Transfer skillet to oven, and roast 10 
minutes or until goose is cooked through. 



3 . Meanwhile, cook remaining 4 cups honey 
mead in a medium saucepan over medium- 
high heat about 15 minutes or until reduced 
to 1 cup. Stir in butter, chopped thyme, 
pepper, and remaining >2 teaspoon salt. 

Spoon sauce over cooked goose, and serve 
with Sauteed Cabbage & Currants and 
Bruleed Pears. Makes 4 servings. 

Sauteed Cabbage & Currants 

4 bacon slices, chopped 
1 head napa cabbage, finely chopped 

1 tablespoon butter 

2 tablespoons black currants 
14 teaspoon kosher salt 

Vz teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

Cook bacon in a large saucepan over 
medium heat about 7 minutes or until golden 
brown and crispy. Add cabbage and cook, 
stirring, about 5 minutes or until cabbage 
wilts and reduces in volume by half. Add 
butter and remaining ingredients, stirring 
until butter melts. Makes 4 servings. 

BrOleed Pears 

4 small, firm pears, peeled and halved 
1 cup dry white wine, such as Chablis 
Vz cup sugar 

1 cinnamon stick 

4 teaspoons light brown sugar 

Place first 4 ingredients in a medium sauce- 
pot with water to cover; bring to a simmer 
over medium-heat. Reduce heat to low, 
and cook 15 minutes or until pears are easily 
pierced with a knife. Drain pears; discard 
cinnamon stick. Transfer pears, cut sides 
up, to a heat-safe baking dish, and pat tops 
dry. Sprinkle with brown sugar. Use a torch 
to caramelize the sugar, or place under 
the broiler preheated to high 1 minute or 
until sugar is dark brown and melted. Makes 
4 servings. 

Caramelized 
Sweet Potatoes and 
Brussels Sprouts 

HANDS-ON TIME: 5 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 35 minutes 

2 sweet potatoes, peeled and diced 
16 ounces Brussels sprouts, halved 

2 garlic cloves, chopped 

3 tablespoons olive oil 

4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 
Vz teaspoon salt 

M> teaspoon pepper 

1. Place 2 rimmed baking pans in the oven, and 
preheat oven to 375°. Toss sweet potatoes, 
Brussel sprouts, and garlic with olive oil and 
melted butter. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. 

2 . Divide mixture between preheated pans; 
roast 25 minutes or until tender and golden 
brown, stirring vegetables and rotating pans 
once after 10 minutes. Makes 6 servings. 



Smith Island Cake 

HANDS-ON TIME: 1 hour, 35 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 6 hours, 20 minutes 

1 vanilla bean 

2 cups sugar 

1 cup plain yogurt 

1 cup canola oil 

2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
6 large eggs 

3 cups all-purpose flour 

1 tablespoon baking powder 
3 /4 teaspoon baking soda 
Vz teaspoon salt 

Chocolate Ganache Icing (recipe below) 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. Grease and line 8 
(81/2-inch) round disposable cake pans with 
parchment paper. 

2 . Split vanilla bean lengthwise, and scrape 
out seeds. Whisk together vanilla bean 
seeds, sugar, and next 4 ingredients in a 
large bowl. Whisk together flour and next 

3 ingredients in a second large bowl. Fold 
flour mixture into sugar mixture just until 
flour is incorporated. 

3 . Divide batter evenly (about 3 A cup each) 
among prepared pans. Bake about 12 to 15 
minutes or until cakes are light golden brown 
and centers spring back when touched. Let 
cool in pans on wire racks 10 minutes. Turn 
cakes out onto wire racks to cool completely. 
Carefully cut any domed tops from layers 
with a serrated knife. 

4 . Place 1 cake layer on cake stand; spread 
with about Ms cup Chocolate Ganache Icing 
using an offset spatula. Repeat with remain- 
ing layers and remaining icing. Coat the top 
and sides of the cake with a thin layer of icing; 
reserve remaining icing. Chill cake 1 hour. 

5 . Reheat reserved Chocolate Ganache Icing 
in a double boiler until smooth and pourable. 
Place cake over a wire rack on a rimmed 
baking pan. Starting at the center of the 
cake, pour icing in a slow, steady stream 
over top of cake, moving to outer edges and 
letting icing flow down the sides of the cake. 
Chill cake about 1 hour or until set. Carefully 
transfer cake to serving plate. Serve at room 
temperature. Makes 8 to 10 servings. 

Chocolate Ganache Icing 

4 cups heavy cream 
14 cup light corn syrup 

6 (4-ounce) bittersweet chocolate bars, 
chopped 

14 teaspoon kosher salt 

Combine cream and corn syrup in a medium 
pot over medium heat; bring just to a sim- 
mer, stirring frequently. Place chocolate in a 
large bowl. Pour hot cream mixture over 
chocolate, add salt, and let stand 2 minutes. 
Whisk until smooth. Let cool to room tem- 
perature, and then chill about 45 minutes or 
until thickened and spreadable, stirring after 
20 minutes. ■ 
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Fresh haria 
simply sauteed 
a little olive oil, 
garlic, and salt 
pepper— complement 
the fall vegetables 
and tender goose. 
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GATHER 

COOKIES & 
COCKTAILS 

Shake up your holiday 
open house menu with 
these fun pairings of sweet 
treats and festive sips 





PISCO SUNSET 

Combine 3 ounces 
(6 tablespoons) 
pisco, 2 ounces 
(4 tablespoons) 
Campari, VA ounces 
(3 tablespoons) fresh 
orange juice, and 
V/ 2 ounces (3 table- 
spoons) pear nectar in 
an ice-filled cocktail 
shaker; shake vigor- 
ously until thoroughly 
chilled (about 30 
seconds). Strain into 
a glass, and garnish 
with an orange twist, 
if desired. Makes 1 
cocktail. 




Spiced Alfajores, p. 64 
+ Pisco Sunset, p. 61 

Browned Butter & 

Chocolate Chunk 
Cookies with Flake Salt 
+ Creamy Milk Punch, p. 63 

Hazelnut, Rosemary, and Plum 
Linzer Cookies, p. 63 
+ Rosy Apple Sparkler, p. 62 

Coconut-Almond Biscotti, p. 63 
+ Boozy Almond-Honey 
Hot Chocolate, p. 62 

Salted Macadamia-White 
Chocolate Chunk Bars 
+ Shaken Pina Colada, p. 64 



Spiced 

Alfajores 






PHOTOGRAPHS BY LINDA PUGLIESE 
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simmer over medium 
heat. Remove from 
heat. Whisk in 3 A cup 

amaretto liqueur, 

% cup honey, 3 ounces 
chopped milk chocolate, 
and Vs teaspoon kosher 
salt. Keep warm. Beat 
V 2 cup heavy cream 
in a chilled bowl with 
a whisk until soft 
peaks form. Serve hot 
chocolate topped with 
whipped cream and 
toasted sliced almonds. 
Makes 4 servings. 



Chunk Cookies 
with Flake Salt 



Chill completely. Combine 

V* ounce (1 tablespoon) 
apple syrup, 1 ounce (2 table- 
spoons) apple brandy (such 
as calvados), and 3 ounces 
(6 tablespoons) sparkling rose 
in a glass; stir gently. Garnish 
with apple slices, if desired. 
Makes 1 cocktail. 



Hazelnut, 
Rosemary, and 
Plum Linzer 
Cookies 



Coconut- 

Almond 

Biscotti 



CREAMY MILK PUNCH 

Combine 2 ounces (4 tablespoons) 
whole milk, 114 ounces (3 tablespoons) 
horchata liqueur (such as RumChata), 

3 A ounce (VA tablespoons) bourbon, 

1 'A ounce (1 tablespoon) amaretto liqueur, 
and 14 teaspoon fresh lime juice in an 
ice-filled cocktail shaker; shake vigorously 
until thoroughly chilled (about 30 sec- 
onds). Strain into a glass. Dust with grated 
nutmeg, if desired. Makes 1 cocktail. 




Browned Butter & 
Chocolate Chunk Cookies 
with Flake Salt 

HANDS-ON TIME: 25 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 1 hour, 55 minutes 

3 /4 cup granulated sugar 
2 A cup light brown sugar, packed 
1 teaspoon instant coffee granules 

1 cup unsalted butter 

VA teaspoons vanilla extract 
VA teaspoons flake salt, divided 

2 large eggs 

1 large egg yolk 
21 4 cups all-purpose flour 

3 tablespoons cornstarch 
VA teaspoons baking powder 

14 teaspoon baking soda 
8 ounces semisweet chocolate, 
chopped into chunks 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. Line 2 large baking 
sheets with parchment paper. 

2 . Combine sugars and coffee granules in 
the bowl of a stand mixer. Melt butter in 

a medium saucepan over medium-high 
heat. Cook 3 to 4 minutes or until butter 
bubbles and begins to brown. Pour butter 
over sugar mixture; beat at medium-low 
speed for 2 minutes. Beat in vanilla and 
% teaspoon salt. Add eggs and egg yolk; 
beat until just combined. 

3 . Whisk together flour, cornstarch, baking 
powder, and baking soda in a medium bowl. 
Add flour mixture to sugar mixture; mix at 
low speed until just combined. Stir in choc- 
olate. Refrigerate dough at least 1 hour. 

4 . Scoop half of dough into 16 equal balls 
(about VA tablespoons each) and place 

8 balls, about 2 inches apart, onto each 
prepared baking sheet. Bake 8 minutes. 
Rotate pans; bake 6 to 7 minutes or until 
edges are golden brown. Sprinkle cookies 
evenly with 14 teaspoon salt; let cool on 
baking sheets 5 minutes. Transfer to wire 
racks to cool completely. Repeat with 
remaining dough and remaining 14 teaspoon 
salt. Makes 16 servings. . ^ 





Hazelnut, Rosemary, 
and Plum Linzer Cookies 

HANDS-ON TIME: 55 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 3 hours, 30 minutes 

14 cup hazelnut meal 
3 /4 cup unsalted butter, softened 
14 cup granulated sugar 
14 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 large egg 

1 large egg yolk 

114 cups all-purpose flour 
114 teaspoons finely chopped fresh 
rosemary 
14 teaspoon salt 
14 cup plum preserves 

2 tablespoons powdered sugar 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. Line 2 baking sheets 
with parchment paper. 

2 . Sprinkle hazelnut meal into an even layer 
on a jelly-roll pan; bake 6 minutes or until 
golden and fragrant. Let cool completely. 

3 . Combine butter and sugar in a large 
bowl. Beat with a mixer at medium speed 
for 5 minutes or until light and fluffy. Beat 
in vanilla. Add egg and egg yolk, 1 at a time, 
beating well after each addition. 

4 . Lightly spoon flour into dry measuring 
cups; level with a knife. Whisk together flour, 
hazelnut meal, rosemary, and salt in a bowl. 
Add flour mixture to butter mixture; beat at 
low speed until just combined. (Dough will 
be a little sticky.) Divide dough in half, and 
shape each half into a 4-inch disc. Wrap with 
plastic wrap; chill 2 hours. 

5 . Roll 1 dough disc into 14-inch thickness 
on a well-floured surface; cut with a 214-inch 
rectangular scalloped-edge cookie cutter 
to form 18 cookies, rerolling dough scraps 
as necessary. Repeat with remaining dough 
disc; use a 114-inch rectangular scalloped- 
edge cookie cutter to remove centers of 

18 rectangles. 

6 . Arrange cookies 1 inch apart on prepared 
baking sheets. Chill cookies on baking sheets 
30 minutes. Bake 13 minutes or until edges 
are lightly browned. Remove from pans; let 
cool completely on wire racks. 

7 . Spread center of each whole cookie 
with 1 teaspoon preserves. Sprinkle cutout 
cookies with powdered sugar. Place 1 
cutout cookie on top of each whole cookie. 
Makes 9 servings. 






Coconut-Almond Biscotti 

HANDS-ON TIME: 45 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 2 hours, 20 minutes 

1 cup granulated sugar 
214 cups unsweetened coconut flakes, 
lightly toasted, divided 
3 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
14 teaspoon baking soda 
14 teaspoon salt 

3 large eggs 

14 cup unsalted butter, melted 
114 teaspoons vanilla extract 
1 cup slivered almonds, toasted 

4 teaspoons coconut milk 
1 cup powdered sugar 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. Line a baking sheet 
with parchment paper 

2 . Combine sugar and 1 cup coconut in the 
bowl of a food processer; process until finely 
ground. Combine coconut mixture, flour, 
baking powder, baking soda, and salt in the 
bowl of a stand mixer fitted with a paddle 
attachment. Whisk eggs in a small bowl. 
Remove 1 tablespoon egg and combine with 
1 tablespoon water in a small bowl; set aside. 
Add butter, remaining eggs, and vanilla to 
flour mixture; mix at low speed until almost 
combined. Add almonds and 14 cup coconut 
flakes; mix until just combined. 

3 . Divide dough into 2 (8- x 4-inch) loaves 
on prepared baking sheet. Brush loaves with 
egg-water mixture. Bake 35 minutes or until 
lightly browned. Let stand 15 minutes. 

4 . Decrease oven temperature to 325°. Cut 
each loaf crosswise into 16 (14-inch) slices. 
Arrange slices, cut sides down, on baking 
sheet. Bake 25 more minutes or until lightly 
browned. Let cool completely. 

5 . Whisk together coconut milk and pow- 
dered sugar in a medium bowl until smooth. 
Spread mixture over 14 of each biscotti; 
sprinkle biscotti evenly with remaining 1 cup 
coconut flakes. Makes 16 servings. >• 
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Salted Macadamia- 
White Chocolate Bars 



SHAKEN 
PINA COLADA 

Combine 3 ounces 
(6 tablespoons) fresh 
pineapple juice, 2 ounces 
(4 tablespoons) amaretto 
liqueur, 1 ounce (2 table- 
spoons) white rum, 1 
ounce (2 tablespoons) 
fresh lime juice, 1 ounce 
(2 tablespoons) cream of 
coconut, and 3 dashes 
of angostura bitters in 
an ice-filled cocktail shaker; 
shake vigorously until 
thoroughly chilled (about 
30 seconds). Strain into 
a crushed ice-filled glass. 
Garnish with a fresh 
pineapple wedge and a 
maraschino cherry, if 
desired. Makes 1 cocktail. 







Salted Macadamia- 
White Chocolate Bars 

HANDS-ON TIME: 20 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 50 minutes 

2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
14 teaspoon salt 
Vz cup packed brown sugar 
14 cup granulated sugar 

1 cup unsalted butter, softened 

2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
2 large eggs 

1 cup coarsely chopped roasted, 
salted macadamia nuts 
8 ounces white chocolate, chopped 

1. Whisk together first 3 ingredients in a 
medium bowl. Combine sugars and butter 
in the bowl of a stand mixer; beat at 
medium speed 5 minutes or until fluffy. 

Add vanilla and eggs, mixing until just 
combined. Add flour mixture, mixing at 
low speed until almost combined. Add nuts 
and chocolate, mixing until just combined. 
Chill dough 30 minutes. 



2 . Preheat oven to 350°. Line a 13- x 9-inch 
baking pan with parchment paper. 

3 . Press chilled dough into prepared baking 
pan; bake 22 minutes or until a toothpick 
inserted in center comes out clean. Transfer 
pan to wire rack to cool. Cut into bars. 
Makes 20 servings. 

Spiced Alfajores 

(pictured on page 61) 

HANDS-ON TIME: 1 hour, 20 minutes 
TOTAL TIME: 2 hours, 30 minutes 

2'A cups cornstarch 
114 cups all-purpose flour 

2 teaspoons kosher salt 

1 teaspoon baking powder 
14 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
14 teaspoon ground red pepper 
18 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut into 
pieces and softened 
10 tablespoons granulated sugar 
4 egg yolks 

3 tablespoons orange juice 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

10 tablespoons prepared dulce de leche 
3 tablespoons powdered sugar 
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1. Lightly spoon cornstarch and flour into 
dry measuring cups; level with a knife. Whisk 
together cornstarch, flour, salt, baking pow- 
der, cinnamon, and red pepper in a bowl. 

2 . Combine butter and sugar in the bowl 
of a stand mixer; beat at medium-high 
speed for 3 minutes or until light and fluffy. 
Reduce speed to medium. Add egg yolks, 

1 at a time, beating well after each addition. 
Mix in orange juice and vanilla. Add flour 
mixture; beat at low speed until combined. 
Turn dough out onto a lightly floured sur- 
face; press into a (1-inch-thick) rectangle. 
Wrap tightly with plastic wrap; chill 1 hour. 

3 . Preheat oven to 350°. Line 2 baking 
sheets with parchment paper. 

4 . Divide dough in half. Roll half of dough 

to 14-inch thickness on a well-floured surface. 
Cut into 40 cookies with a 2-inch round, 
scalloped-edge cookie cutter, rerolling 
dough scraps as necessary. Arrange cookies 
14 inch apart on prepared baking sheets. 

Bake 10 minutes or until cookies are set. 
(Edges will not brown.) Let cool completely 
on wire racks. Repeat with remaining dough. 

5 . Flip 20 cookies over. Top each with 
114 teaspoons dulce de leche. Top with 
remaining cookies. Sift powdered sugar 
evenly over sandwiched cookies. Makes 
20 servings. —Recipes by Katie Barreira, 

Robin Bashinsky, Darcy Lenz, and Deb Wise ■ 



□ HOLIDAY BAKING BONANZA Get simple recipes for 27 more 
holiday cookies and bars at coastalliving.com/cookies-bars 
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Get the essential guide to holiday — and year-round — 
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The Southern Living Christmas Cookbook exclusively from Dillard’s features 
288 pages of holiday tips and over 250 recipes! Retailing for $10, the proceeds 
will benefit the Ronald McDonald House Charities. 

With over 22 years of support, Dillard’s has raised more than $12.3 million for 
the Ronald McDonald House Charities. 
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in my kitchen around the holidays, space 
is at a premium. The sounds of Charles 
Brown and Otis Redding fill the room 
where friends and family are gathered, 
many helping with the cooking, others 
just hanging out. Because my family tends 
to share the cooking duties, there’s quite 
a bit of jockeying for access to the stove. 
(Trying to find a free square inch in the 
oven is a futile effort.) With spice-scented 
pies, mulled bourbon or wine, and heady 
aromas of slow roasts in the air, I like to 
diversify the traditional holiday menu 
with my simple, one-pot mussel stew. 

Mussels are a favorite in my house 
year-round, but they’re at peak flavor in 
the winter, with beautiful obsidian-blue 
shells holding the richly orange meat 
and a briny liquor that infuses the entire 
dish. Though also available wild, the vast 
majority of mussels are sustainably 
farmed and quite affordable. They’re not 
only easy to prepare— requiring just a 
simple scrub and removal of the “beard,” 
thin threads that attach the mussel to 
rocks and ropes— but they also have the 
added benefit of forcing us to slow down, 
as we remove each bite from its shell, 
allowing the time to sit and truly enjoy a 
respite from the chaotic season. 

Many cooks are most familiar with 
mussels steamed in wine and aromatics, 
served with nothing more than crusty 
bread or French fries. But mussels can 
also star beautifully in more complex, 
richly flavored dishes. This recipe (on 
page 68) borrows from the great tradition 
of convenient, one-pot seafood stews, 
such as the bouillabaisse of Marseille, or 
cioppino from San Francisco. 

These warming, hearty dishes are ideal 
for holiday entertaining, because they can 
be made ahead of guests’ arrival and only 



AYULETIDE STEW 

Our new holiday tradition: 
simplicity. This fresh, one-pot 
mussel dinner delivers 




improve as the flavors come together. 
Here, the mussels find company with tons 
of vegetables— fennel, onion, butternut 
squash— making this a nourishing meal, 
too. I like to pair the stew with wine. (Find 
my three favorites for winter dishes on 
the next page.) Try this dish and you’ll 
see: The aromas of roasted garlic, ginger, 
lemon, and cloves add not only comfort to 
your holiday, but also a seasonal potpourri 
that’s just as welcome as the scent of bal- 
sam and a roaring fire. > 
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Look for mussels 

with tightly 
closed shells 
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Seaver’s South 
Freeport, Maine, 
kitchen 



SEAVER’S 
GO-TO POT 
Staub 5-qt 
Bouillabaisse Pot 

in Dark Blue, $220; 
wayfair.com 
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Mussel Stew 



HANDS-ON TIME: 25 minutes TOTAL TIME: 50 minutes 



1 garlic bulb 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
divided 

1 (1-inch) piece fresh peeled ginger 
1 lemon, halved horizontally 
3 whole cloves, pressed into 
lemon halves 

1 small fennel bulb, sliced into 
thin wedges 

1 medium onion, cut into y 2 -inch 
pieces (about 2 cups) 

1 pound butternut squash, diced into 
l/ 2 -inch cubes (about 2 cups) 
cup dry red wine 
(28-ounce) can crushed, peeled 
San Marzano tomatoes 
bay leaf 

teaspoons kosher salt 
teaspoon dried crushed red pepper 
pounds mussels, scrubbed and 
debearded 

cup chopped fennel fronds 
cup chopped fresh parsley 
tablespoons fresh lemon juice 
Baguette 

1. Preheat oven to 350°. Cut top of garlic 
bulb off just to expose cloves, and drizzle 
with olive oil. Wrap garlic in aluminum 
foil; roast 1 hour and 10 minutes. Set aside 
to cool. Squeeze garlic cloves out of bulb; 
discard papery skin. 
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2 . Melt butter in a large saucepan over 
high heat; add ginger and clove-spiked 
lemon to pan. Add fennel wedges, onion 
and squash. Cook, stirring frequently, 

10 minutes or until vegetables are cara- 
melized. Stir in roasted garlic cloves, 
wine, tomatoes, bay leaf, salt, and red 
pepper. Bring to a simmer; reduce heat 
to medium, cover, and cook, stirring 
occasionally, 15 minutes. Increase heat 
to high. Add mussels to pan; cover and 
steam 6 minutes or until mussels open. 
(Discard any that do not.) 

3 . Remove ginger and lemon from pan. 
Stir in fennel fronds, parsley, and lemon 
juice. Serve stew with a crusty baguette. 
Makes 4 servings. 



Before cooking mussels, rinse them 
under cold running water to remove 
any grit. If the mussels have beards, or 
thin threads attached to the shell, pinch 
them between your thumb and index 
finger, and pull them away to remove. 
Discard mussels with broken shells. 
Gently tap any open mussels— if 
they close, they are fine to 
use; if they remain 
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IRON HORSE 2010 OCEAN 
RESERVE BLANC DE BLANCS 

(Green Valley, CA; $50) 

What are holidays without 
bubbles? This sparkler pairs 
especially well with seafood, 
and the company gives back 
by donating $4 for every 
bottle sold to the National 
Geographic Ocean Initiative. 

& 

WILLAKENZIE ESTATE 
2012 GAMAY NOIR 

(Willamette Valley OR; $26) 
Light, acidic, and floral, this wine 
is easy to drink and remarkably 
friendly with seafood. 



L’ECOLE NO. 41 
2012 CHENIN BLANC 

(Columbia Valley WA; $15) 
This rich and luxurious wine, 
scented with hints of tropical 
fruit, retains a fresh and lively 
quality to pair with the cold- 
weather flavors of this recipe. 




QUANTITIES 
ARE LIMITED. 



RESERVE YOUR 
ESSENCE® 
BEAUTYBOX™ 
TODAY! 



INTRODUCING 

ESSENCE 

BEAUTY 

BOX 

Soulful. Colorful. Beautiful. 



Your beauty is unique. Your beauty products should be too. 

Introducing the first-ever collection of beauty products curated just for women of color 
by the experts at ESSENCE® and delivered right to your door every month. 

From hair and nail care to makeup and fragrance, finally a get-gorgeous tool kit that 
celebrates everything that’s unique about you. Featuring top prestige favorites 
and independent beauty brands we love— each month brings the very best in beauty. 



To join, visit essencebeautybox.com 
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©2015 Time Inc. ESSENCE is a registered trademark and ESSENCE BEAUTYBOX is a trademark of Essence Communications Inc., in the U.S. and other countries. 
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MURANO GLASS 
BEAD NECKLACE 



handcrafted by Venetian artisans 
using centuries-old techniques 

our exclusive design 



Masterfully handcrafted In Venice , Italy 
authentic Murano glass beads lavish our necklace 
with vibrant blues and metallic gold. The lush , 
twisted strands are secured with a large springring 
clasp of 18kt gold over sterling silver. 20". 



Item #844397 



FREESHIPPING 



To receive this special offer, you must use Offer Code: SPLEND0R22 



Ro ss + Simons 



ORDER NOW 1.800.556.7376 www.ross-simons.com/SPLENDOR 



Tea Lane Associates 



508.645.2628 Chilmark 



508 .696.9999 West Tisbury 





Free Catalog! HGa.787.200l 



classifieds 

CHINA / CRYSTAL / SILVER 
CHINA, crystal, silver, & collectibles. Vintage & 
new. Replacements, Ltd., PO Box 26029, 
Dept. 6B, Greensboro, NC 27420. 

1 -800-REPLACE (800-737-5223) 
www.replacements.com 

COASTAL DECOR / ART 

Bring stated casual elegance to your space. 
Hand-woven SEAGRASS FURNITURE artfully 
crafted in BALI! Designer boutique quality. 
Timeless, comfortable, beautiful at a fabulous buy! 
www.OceansideLivingAndDecor.com 
Email: lnfo@OceansideLivingAndDecor.com 
(760) 231-5959 Oceanside, CA 
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Less dust 7 
No-Shaking 7 
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Can\pus Quilt Co. 



800 - 880-8534 

www.CampusQuilt.com 
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ISCAPE TO VOUR HOME 



COASTAL BEDDING 
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All 



Furniture , Rugs, Bedding, Pillows, 
Lighting and Coastal Home Decor 

CottageandBungalow.com 

866-677-6604 
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* Holiday Gifts 
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Call today for $10 off. 




(cOASTALLIVING.COm/ 



(sources/ 




WHAT’S NEW ONLINE 



BEST 

BEACH YOGA 
BETBEATS 

The perfect way to start the 
new year off on the right foot? 
With it firmly planted on the sand! 
At these blissful coastal yoga 
retreats, your first (or last!) 
vacation of the year will be one 
for relaxing, reflecting, and 
rejuvenating. Find 23 of our top 
picks, from Mexico to Indonesia, at 
coastalliving.com/yoga-retreats 
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FAN 
OF THE 
MONTH 



CL: What’s your go-to 
coastal comfort food? 

Sarah Pritchard, 
Christchurch, New Zealand 

Crayfish, scallops, mussels, 
and oysters! Straight out of 
the water and into the pan 
(apart from the oysters), with 
butter and garlic. Yum! 
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WHERE TO FIND WHAT’S SHOWN IN THIS ISSUE 



MAKEOVER MAGIC page 27: Architectural designer 
Mark Schnell, Schnell Urban Design; schnellurbandesign 
.com. Interior designer Paige Schnell, Tracery Interiors; 
traceryinteriors.com. Builder Peter Horn, Artisan, Inc.; 
artisan-builds.com. Throughout: Exterior doors, Integrity; 
marvin.com/integrity. Lumber, U.S. Lumber; uslumber 
.com. Wood flooring, Sticks & Stones Dist., Inc.; sticksand 
stonesdist.com. Cabinet and interior door hardware, 
Brandino Brass; brandinobrass.com. Exterior and 
porches, pages 27-29: Exteria siding and Cedarmill 
Allura trim, U.S. Lumber. Siding in Amherst Gray, trim 
and railing in Cloud Cover, porch floor in Chelsea Gray, 
and base in Kendall Charcoal, Benjamin Moore; benjamin 
moore.com. Lighting, Bevolo; bevolo.com. Furniture, 
Lloyd Flanders; lloydflanders.com. Chair upholstery in 
Spectrum Peacock, draperies in Cabana Citron, and 
pillows in Extend Breeze and Shore Citron, Sunbrella; 
sunbrella.com. Sunbrella throws, Textillery; textillery.com. 
Sunglasses, Costa; costadelmar.com. Rug, vase, lanterns, 
napkins, and planters, Wayfair; wayfair.com. Tray, Serena 
& Lily; serenaandlily.com. Rope tiebacks, Restoration 
Hardware; rh.com. Oyster wreaths, Wind & Weather; 
windandweather.com. Bike, Sunburst Beach Vacations; 
sunburstbeachvacations.com. Living room, page 30: 
Walls, trim, molding, and ceiling in White Dove, Benjamin 
Moore. Draperies in Sunbrella Cabana Classic, sectional 
in Sunbrella Spinnaker Salt, chair and ottoman in 
Sunbrella Ralph Smoke, and pillows in Sunbrella Keaton 
Mist, Fife Aqua, Ralph Smoke, and Spinnaker Salt, Lee 
Industries; leeindustries.com. Pillows in Reflex Classic 
and Shore Classic, Sunbrella. Eugene pendant and Bistro 
sconce, Circa Lighting; circalighting.com. Sunbrella rug, 
Colonial Mills, Inc.; colonialmills.com. Sunbrella throw, 
Textillery. Cocktail table, The Old Wood Co.; theoldwood 
co.com. Console, Dunes and Duchess; dunesandduchess 
.com. Storage bin and vase, Wayfair. UnNoticed but 
Perfect After Glow by Mallory Page; mallorypage.com. 
Additional art, Courtney J. Garrett; courtneyjgarrett.com. 
Additional accessories, Tracery. Kitchen, page 31: Walls, 
trim, molding, and ceiling in White Dove, and cabinetry 
in Raccoon Fur, Benjamin Moore. Sink and faucet, Moen; 
moen.com. Marble, Artistic Stone Works; artisticstone 
worksinc.net. Speartek Tile backsplash, Infinity Flooring; 
infinityfloors.com. Wolf range, hood, freezer fridge, and 
dishwasher, Builder Specialties, Inc.; builderspecialties 
.net. Cabinetry, Kay Fuller and Sons; kayfullerandsons 
.com. Coffee/espresso maker, Wayfair. Rug, vases, 
dishware, glassware, and flatware, Wayfair. Corkscrew 
art, Barbara Cosgrove; barbaracosgrovelamps.com. 
Additional accessories, Tracery. Dining room, page 31: 
Walls, trim, and molding in White Dove, Benjamin 
Moore. Draperies in Cabana Classic, Sunbrella. Chairs 
and drum ottoman in Ferris Aquamarine, Lee Industries. 
Dining table, Bradley; bradley-usa.com. Dinnerware 
and glass vase, Wayfair. Additional art and accessories, 
Tracery. Family room, page 31: Walls, trim, molding, 
ceiling, and millwork in High Gloss Slate Teal, Benjamin 
Moore. Morris lantern and Academy map light, Circa 
Lighting. Chair in Ferris Sapphire and drum ottoman in 
Summit Parisian Blue, Lee Industries. Forest and 
Hummingbirds by Justin Gaffrey; justinmadebyhand 
.com. Rug, stools, and white vases, Wayfair. Gold vase, 
Arteriors; arteriorshome.com. Granite fireplace, Artistic 
Stone Works. Cabinetry, Kay Fuller and Sons. Clam 
shell, Barbara Cosgrove. Pillow, Lacefield Designs; 
lacefielddesigns.com. Additional accessories, Tracery. 
Guest room, page 32: Walls, door, trim, and ceiling in 
Wood Lawn Blue, Benjamin Moore. French library wall 
lamps, Katie pendant, and fluted spire table lamp, Circa 
Lighting. Bed, Reid Classics; reidclassics.com. Duvet 
cover, quilt, and shams, Coyuchi; coyuchi.com. Ortega 
drapery fabric, Romo; romo.com. Roman shade, Horizons 
Window Fashions; horizonshades.com. Sunbrella throw, 
Textillery. Rug, Wayfair. Additional accessories, Tracery. 
Master bath, page 32: Ceiling in White Dove and vanity 
in Black, Benjamin Moore. Canery Beau wallpaper, Meg 
Braff Designs; megbraffdesigns.com. Faucet and towel 
rings, Moen. Marble countertop, Artistic Stone Works. 
Cabinetry, Kay Fuller and Sons. Boston Functional Triple 
sconce, Circa Lighting. Linens, Coyuchi. Vase, CB2; 
cb2.com. Additional accessories, Tracery. Study, page 
33: Walls, trim, and ceiling in White Dove and Covington 
Blue, Benjamin Moore. Daybed in Riva Sunglass, Lee 
Industries. Charlton wall light, Deco Pharmacy floor 
lamp, Katie pendant, and Carmel table lamp, Circa 
Lighting. Roman shade, Horizons Window Fashions; 
horizonshades.com. High hat table, Barbara Cosgrove. 
Draperies and pillow in Beehive Charcoal, and 
additional art, accessories, and accent pillows, Tracery. 
Wine garden, pages 34-35: Pavilion and drapery in 
Sunbrella Saxson Cascade, Artcraft Awning Co; artcraft 
awning.com. Settees in Sea Glass with Sunbrella 
Spectrum Graphite upholstery fabric, Loom Accessories 



fire tables, and Parsons end tables, Lloyd Flanders. 
Pillows in Fretwork Pewter, Sunbrella. Cafe lights, Pottery 
Barn. Wineglasses, Ballard Designs; ballarddesigns.com. 
DECK THE SHORE page 40: Beach house design, Beau 
Clowney (beauclowney.com) and Jenny Keenan (jenny 
keenaninteriordesign). Little Miss Sunshine, pages 40- 
41: Tree, Tuesday Morning; tuesdaymorning.com. Tree 
topper, Amazon; amazon.com. Anchor ornaments and 
whale ornaments, Cody Foster & Co.; 402/376-3369. 
Yellow ornaments, Christmas Lights Etc.; christmaslights 
etc.com. Gift wrap, Paper Source (papersource.com) 
and Zazzle (zazzle.com). The Frosty Flamingo, pages 
42-43: Vickerman tree, Wayfair, wayfair.com. Planter, 
Amazon. Vintage glass ornaments, Great Vintage Fun; 
etsy.com/shop/greatvintagefun. Flamingo ornaments, 
Cody Foster & Co. Jade globes, Serena & Lily; serenaand 
lily.com. Gift tags, Moglea; moglea.com. Shale Green 
ornaments, Christmas Lights Etc. Ribbon and papers, 
Paper Source. 9125 Spool Chairs, CR Laine; crlaine.com. 
Solaris Porcelain upholstery, Sunbrella; sunbrella.com. 
Bukhara pillows in Pink/Orange, Peter Dunham; peter 
dunhamtextiles.com. Montouk Stripe Rug, Lulu and 
Georgia; luluandgeorgia.com. The Crafty Beachcomber, 
pages 44-45: Tree topper, Baskauta 27; etsy.com/ 
shop/baskauta27. Glass floats, At Home; athome.com. 
Sargent Art glitter glue, Zerbee; zerbee.com. Floating 
Feather ornaments, Cody Foster & Co. Soft lavender 
ornaments, Christmas Lights Etc. Shell garland, Beach 
Grass Cottage; beachgrasscottage.com. Lokta Bean 
White gift wrap, Paper Source. Handdrawn Herringbone 
gift wrap, Minted; minted.com. Desmona lounge chair, 
Selamat; selamatdesigns.com. Assembly Home Isolde 
Kilim rug, Urban Outfitters; urbanoutfitters.com. 

SANDY & BRIGHT page 46: Interior design, Waterleaf 
Interiors; waterleafinteriors.com. Draftsman Dale Adams. 
Builder Andy Johnson; 310/941-8652. Landscape 
design, Teryl Designs; teryldesigns.com. Most items 
available through Waterleaf Interiors. All window 
shades, Horizons Window Fashions; horizonshades.com. 
Kitchen, page 46: Wallpaper, Elizabeth Dow; elizabeth 
dow.com. Paule Marrot artwork, Waterleaf Interiors. 
Breakfast nook, pages 46-47: Wallpaper, Elizabeth Dow. 
Table, Bernhardt; bernhardt.com. Loom chairs, JANUS et 
Cie; janusetcie.com. Bamboo chairs, Palecek; palecek 
.com. Pillow fabric, Peter Dunham; peterdunhamtextiles 
.com. Chandelier, Visual Comfort; visualcomfort.com. 
Painting by Tricia Strickfaden; tsmodernart.com. Living 
room, page 48: Walls and ceiling in Oxford White, 
Benjamin Moore; benjaminmoore.com. Rug, Merida; 
meridastudio.com. Sofas, Waterleaf Interiors. Sofa fabric, 
World Linen; worldlinen.com. Pillow fabrics, Schumacher; 
fschumacher.com. Zebra ottomans and small side table, 
Oly; olystudio.com. Sconces, Visual Comfort. Lamp and 
coffee table, Bunny Williams; bunnywilliamshome.com. 
Drapery fabric, Duralee; duralee.com. Reindeer, Waterleaf 
Interiors. Stockings, Anthropologie; anthropologie.com. 
Bar, page 48: Cabinet in Oxford White, Benjamin Moore. 
Wallpaper, Cole & Son; cole-and-son.com. Wreath, Roost; 
roostco.com. Entry, page 49: Wallpaper, Phillip Jeffries; 
phillipjeffries.com. Settee, Waterleaf Interiors. Settee 
fabric, China Seas; quadrillefabrics.com. Rug, Madeline 
Weinrib; madelineweinrib.com. Stair runner, Vagabond 
Vintage; vagabondvintage.com. Vent, Reggio Registers; 
reggioregister.com. Playroom, page 50: Walls and ceil- 
ing in Oxford White, Benjamin Moore. Geoff McFetridge 
wallpaper, Walnut Wallpaper; walnutwallpaper.com. Rug, 
Jaipur; jaipurrugs.com. Daybed, IKEA; ikea.com. Daybed 
fabric, Schumacher. Pillows, Jonathan Adler; jonathan 
adler.com. Coffee table, Pottery Barn; potterybarn.com. 
Tree, Waterleaf Interiors. Bedroom (top), page 51: Wall- 
paper, Ralph Lauren; ralphlauren.com. Quilt and white 
shams, John Robshaw Textiles; johnrobshaw.com. Floor 
lamp, Jamie Young; jamieyoung.com. Seahorse pillow 
fabric, Plumwich; jadesignstudio.com. Rug, Jaipur. 
Bedroom (bottom), page 51: Walls in Distant Horizon, 
Dunn-Edwards; dunnedwards.com. Chest, Lillian August; 
lillianaugust.com. Rug, Madeline Weinrib. Lamp and 
mirror, Jamie Young. Duvet and shams, thomaspaul; 
shopthomaspaul.com. Patio, page 52: Brick fireplace in 
Super White, Benjamin Moore. Stool, Emissary; emissary 
usa.com. Love seat and cabana chairs, Century Furniture; 
centuryfurniture.com. Upholstery fabric, Sunbrella; 
sunbrella.com. Pillow fabric, Peter Dunham. Exterior, 
page 52: Door/shutters in Black Onyx and trim in Super 
White, Benjamin Moore. Planters, Emissary. Master bed- 
room, page 53: Walls in Snowflake, Dunn-Edwards. 
Drapery fabric, Plumwich. Chandelier, Ro Sham Beaux; 
ro-sham-beaux.com. Quilt and shams, Nandini; nandini 
la.com. Ottoman fabric, Schumacher. Pillow fabric, 
Madeline Weinrib. Rug, Calypso St. Barth; calypsostbarth 
.com. Bedside table, Bungalow 5; bungalow5.com. 
Headboard, lamps, and ottoman, Waterleaf Interiors. 
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MVLU 



WELCOME 



Chatham 

Sign Shop 

“27 YEARS IN BUSINESS” 



902 ^ 051^43 



"Stylish handcrafted 

QUARTERBOARD AND HOUSE NUMBER 
SIGNS IN A VARIETY OF MOTIFS FEATURING 
DURABLE MARINE ENAMELS AND 23 KARAT 
GOLD LEAF MAKE THESE UNIQUE 
HOME ACCENTS TRULY DELIGHTFUL.” 



Island clothing for Island Living shopwostindies 



oKiz/nafc/ S/amc/i , c /hmt/c/ 



"Coaster/ living* Vear Round 

Two tone gold and silver cuff style bracelet , sized fust hr you, $350, 
Visit www.menr>oidbeochbrQceletcom for alt designs, including 
Ocean Wilding & Nantuc ket. Order online or call 508'737-8664. 






SHOP AT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.CHATHAMSICNSHOPXOM 



We Ship Worldwide. 

CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE 

300547,4467 
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GOOD STUFF GUIDE 



december / January 



500 COASTAL LIVING 
COLLECTION 

1. Stanley Furniture 

501 Coastal Living Beach Cottage 

2 Benjamin Moore Natura® Pai nt 

3 Circa Lighting 

4 Costa Del Mar 

5 Integrity Windows and Doors 

6 LEE Industries 

7 Lloyd/Flanders 

8 Moen Incorporated 

9 Sunbrella 

10 Visit South Walton 

HOME 

502 Building 

11 Belgard Hardscapes 



12 Fiberon 

13 VELUX Skylights 

TRAVEL 

503 Alaska 

17 ALASKA 

504 Colorado 

18 Colorado 

505 Florida 

19 Bradenton & Anna Maria Island & 
Longboat Key 

20 VISIT FLORIDA 

506 North Carolina 

21 Bald Head Island 

22 North Carolina’s Brunswick Islands 

23 The Crystal Coast 

24 The North Carolina Division of Tourism, 
Film and Sports Development 



25 Wilmington, NC’s Historic River District & 
Island Beaches 

507 Rhode Island 

26 South County Tourism Council 

508 South Carolina 

27 Beaufort, SC 

28 Charleston 

509 Texas 

29 Texas Tourism 

510 Virginia 

30 Virginia Beach Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 



Order free advertiser information here or at coastalliving.com/marketplace 
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32 BOATS 



A father’s recount of his seafaring life is his daughter’s 

greatest Christmas memory BY JENNIFER trainer THOMPSON 



during a visit with my father over the 
holidays (a few weeks before he died, it 
turned out), he told me he’d been having 
trouble sleeping, but instead of counting 
sheep, he had been counting the boats that 
he’d built or restored in his life. I asked 
how many he was up to. 

"32,” he replied. 

Sometimes you think you know some- 
one well, and then an offhand remark will 
trigger a vein so rich that you can’t believe 
your good fortune. He told of each boat in 
chronological order, with perfect recall and 
Yankee droll. It was the arc of a sailor’s life. 

He got his first at age 7, an 8-foot punt 
that a kid sold him for 50 cents. Working 
on it, he and the boy got into a tug-of-war 
on his grandfather’s dock. The other boy 
let go, and my father went backward into 
the water. Trouble was, he didn’t know 
how to swim. He managed to splash his 
way to shore quickly, and when he ran up 
the lawn to tell what happened, he found 
his grandfather in his wheelchair, tears on 
his cheeks. A few years before, a stroke had 
rendered the man speechless and unable 
to move. He’d witnessed the entire scene. 
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"It ended up as firewood,” my father 
replied, when I asked what became of it. 

His next boat was a Swampscott dory, 
a fishing boat that could be launched in 
the surf. My father’s was leaky; his grand- 
father gave it to him as long as he agreed 
to only keep it tied to the dock. 

"I bailed but didn’t sail,” my father 
quipped. 

At age 10, he decided to build a boat— an 
8-foot kayak— then built six more, starting 
at age 11. He loved bikes, as well, and he’d 
bicycle down to the Charles River with one 
of his kayaks balanced on his shoulders. 

After college in the 1940s, he moved to 
California and built more kayaks, along- 
side guys on the beach who loved wood- 
working as much as he loved riding the 
surfboards they built in their garages. One 
was Hobie Alter, who built balsa boards 
and later the Hobie Cat. 

Sailors inevitably work their way up to 
a serious boat, and Dad’s was a 21V2-foot 
Herreshoff Islander. (Every winning 
America’s Cup boat from 1893 to 1934 was 
built in the Herreshoff yard.) The boat’s 
name was Queequeg , after the cannibal 



harpooner in Moby-Dick, and Dad fixed it 
up with a friend after moving back to New 
England. My father went on to win many 
races in it just 20 miles from New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, where Queequeg became 
friends with a sailor called Ishmael. 

When I was 4, we hitched up that boat 
and moved to Maine, where my father 
bought a wood-flour mill. One morning 
an explosion ripped through the mill, 
burning it to the ground. My parents left 
Maine dead broke. It would be five years 
before he could afford a decent boat again. 
He consoled himself by puttering in his 
garage with a sunfish, a rowboat, a flat- 
bottom pirogue, and a skiff rescued from 
the dump. When he started a new company, 
it was time for another good-size boat. 

The first was a 29-foot sloop he bought 
named Siren. Why anyone would name a 
boat after the women whose songs lured 
sailors onto the rocks beats me, but we 
didn’t change the name. (It’s considered 
bad luck.) She was aptly named— when 
Hurricane Doria bore down on Buzzards 
Bay, she was dashed on the rocks. 

One winter Dad restored a 100-year-old, 
18-foot canoe built by the founder of Old 
Town Canoe Company. (Dad followed it up 
with a second canoe, I suspect to name one 
"Tippy Canoe” and the other "Tyler Too.”) 

When dad turned 75 and my mother 
became ill, she suggested they give up sail- 
ing. He did, reluctantly. After she passed 
away, he was back at it within hours, order- 
ing a kayak kit. He also messed about with 
a Poulsbo launch named Poco Loco , which 
maybe was what people thought when 
they saw a 76-year-old alone on his boat. 

But he missed sailing, so at 78 he got a 
Herreshoff 12V2, also known as a Buzzards 
Bay Boy’s Boat. She was a honey of a boat 
and his last one. Designed in 1914, she is 
one of the prettiest small boats of all time. 
He’d sail her out on the bay, deftly bringing 
her up to the mooring, just like he’d done 
with boats for more than 70 years. 

Seven Christmases later, I have his list 
of 32 boats. What a gift. 



Three-time James Beard nominee Jenn ifer 
Trainer Thompson is the author of more 
than 18 books; Fresh Fish is out this spring. 

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH WILKINS 
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for those you hold dear 

Stop by the Coastal Living Boutique 
to shop our editors' favorite gift picks 
for everyone on your list. 
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wayfair 



A. Stemless Wine Glass FIZ2613 B. Seahorse Jute Stocking BL10442 
C. Shatterproof Ball Ornaments (Set of 12) QXN1757 D. Frost Bristle Pine Pick QXN1781 
E. Glass Votive Cup KOYA1641w F. Bell Shade Table Lamp WLI12336 
G. Tuberose Beeswax Candle QDH1031 H. 24-Piece Steel Flatware Set AELE1147 



com 



I. Wreath NHG2769 J. 4-Piece Buffet Marker Set OWH1480 K. Throw Pillow EAN5205 

L. Snowflake Accent Plate LNX5012 M. 3-Piece Birch Hurricane Set OWH1754 Set sail for Wayiair.COm/Coastal 



PROMOTION 



REALSIMPLE 



the MODERN retreat 

Soothing tones, inspiring textures, comfort to Spare- 
Real Simple bedding has it all. Discover this collection and 
more at Bed Bath & Beyond, and sleep happily ever after. 

BEDBATHANDBEYOND.COM/REALSIMPLE 
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PACK 
YOUR 
BEACH 
BAG 

New Sandals, 
Swimwear, 
Sunglasses 
& More 



HELLO, 
SUNSHINE! 



LHAVIYANI ATOLL, 
MALDIVES 



WHERE TO GO TO WARM UP IN 2016 



I FLORIDA’S I MEXICO NOW: 

MOST ROMANTIC I BEST BEACH 
ISLAND | TO REDISCOVER 



TOP CRUISES 
AROUND 
THE WORLD 



FLIP THE ISSUE! 




THE SANCTUARY 
+ the ocean room 

The only steakhouse in America to 
earn both Forbes Four Star and AAA 
Four Diamond ratings. 



WILD DUNES RESORT 
+ sea island grill 

Casual dining with an emphasis on 
coastal cuisine served in private 
cabanas at this family-friendly 
seaside resort. 



CHARLESTON HARBOR 
RESORT + fish house 

Fresh seafood served with a 
panoramic view of the gorgeous 
Charleston harbor at this on-the- 
water property. 



TIDES FOLLY BEACH 
+ blu 

Enjoy regional flavors at the only 
full-service oceanfront hotel 
located at the [Edge of America!?! 
on Folly Beach. 



FRANCIS MARION 
+ swamp fox 

Farm fresh cuisine made with 
ingredients plucked from the local 
market located across the street from 
this downtown hotel. 



RENAISSANCE HOTEL 
+ barony tavern 

Try Quail & Grits or Southern grilled 
cheeseSLowcountry cuisine with a 
twistSat this AAA Four-Diamond hotel. 




CHARLESTON, S.C. 

The Must-See Soul of the South 



A jewel box destination that looks like it has been painted 
in watercolor, Charleston, South Carolina, is a visual feast 
of cobblestone streets, pastel colored homes, flickering 
carriage lanterns, and historic landmarks. 



Travelers love Charleston, where church steeples!?] not 
skyscrapers!?] dot the skyline. Life is accompanied by a gentle 
rustling of palmetto fronds and lyrical sea island accents. 

Every meal is savored and no one is a stranger for long. 



This winter, take a roadtrip to Charleston and let this special destination 
enliven your senses. 

“With a temperate climate, the region sports year-round 
opportunities for outdoor activities like golf, tennis, boating and 
more. It’s no wonder the area has been named among the world’s 
top places to visit and live.” — Coastal Living 



CULTURAL JEWELS 

Middleton Place (1 ) boasts 
sixty-five acres of terraces 
that are among Americas 
oldest landscaped 
gardens. At nearby 
Magnolia Plantation (2), 
the groves of camellias 
are among the largest 
collections in the nation. 
The allSe of grand oaks 
at Boone Hall (3) delights 
fans of The Notebook, 
which filmed scenes at the 
picturesque plantation. 






CHARLESTON 



With its mild year-round weather, exquisitely preserved architectural wonders, and 
renowned restaurant scene, Charleston is one of America® most beloved travel 
destinations, even in winter when the plantations are painted pink with camellia blooms. 



/ @ «EXPLQR£CH£ f / O <§£XPLOft£CHARLESTON 



south Carolina 



PLAN YOUR GETAWAY AT EXPLORECHARLESTON.COM 




AVAILABLE 



AVAILABLI 



AILABLE 



VENTURE' MILES CAN. Any flight, any airline. Find the flight 
you want for Honolulu or Paris or anyplace else. Fly on a Friday or 
a Sunday or a holiday weekend. No blackout dates. No exceptions 
Isn’t it about time you switched? 



what r s in your wallet? 



Credit approval required. Redeem miles for travel on any airline based on actual ticket price at time of purchase. Offered by Capital One Bank (USA), N.A. ©2015 





PHOTOGRAPH BY THAYER ALLYSON GOWDY 
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Off the Grid 
Getaways 



F5 Where To Go, What 
To Wear Six of the hottest 
destinations for 2016, paired 
with perfect looks to shop 
now and pack soon 



F21 South for the Winter 

Three unforgettable getaways 
that will get you warm and 
wonderfully happy this season 



Fly south to Little Palm 
Island, Florida (plus more 
getaways on page F21). 



H app recommendations 

Look for this icon 
throughout the FLIP to get 
great apps to download 
for easy, inspired travel. 



K 



F8 Puerto Rico for Christmas 

The most beautiful (not to 
mention the tastiest) place 
that’s simply crazy about 
the holiday 



F13 The Best Cruises of 2016 

See the world in a whole new 
way with our picks for this 
year’s top sea journeys. 






The Company Store =* 



1 5% off + 
free shipping 

*Enter code CSTL1215 in your shopping cart. 
Shop with us online at thecompanystore.com 
or call 1-800-799-1399. Expires 1/23/16. 

Exclusions may apply, please see website for details. 





Shown: Legends® Luxury Geneva Comforter, 
Brussels Matelassl&nd Pima Pajamas and Robe. 
Exclusively at thecompanystore.com. 



IBIZA: MICHELE FA LZON E/GETTY IMAGES, COURTESY OF MANUFACTURERS (3, 5); EVERGLADES: RANDY WELLS/GETTY IMAGES, 
COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER (1); ALL OTHER IMAGES: BRIAN HENN/PRODUCT STYLING BY JESSIE LIEBMAN 
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WHERE TO GO, WHAT TO WEAR 



This year’s hottest destinations, with the perfect looks to match 



Ibiza, Spain 

THE PLACE A playground 
for Europe’s jet set, this sun- 
bleached island has a new, 
upscale feel befitting the buzz. 
THE LOOK European elan informs 
a striped jumpsuit and red one- 
piece, just right for lounging under 
a bright umbrella or on the terrace. 




/ 




1 Valia Gabriel Armathia Sandals in Rose Metal/Tan, $235, Atrium; 305/695-0757 

2 Marysia Venice Jumpsuit in Sally Light Stripe, $407; net-a-porter.com 3 Lola Hats 
Spinner Hat in Natural/Navy, $338; lolahats.com 4 Vitamin A Brena Maillot in Vermilion, 
$174; everythingbutwater.com 5 Mar Y Sol Layla Clutch in Navy, $105; shopmarysol.com 




1 Ray-Ban Clubmaster Color Mix Sunglasses in Tortoise/Orange, $160; ray-ban.com 

2 Boys+Arrows Deb the Desperado Bikini Top and Clairee the Criminal Bikini Bottom, 
both in Sunshine, $95 each; boysandarrows.com 3 Ale by Alessandra Zenyatta Hat, 
$110; solescapes.com 4 LeSwim Milos Color-blocked Sandal, $288; shop.leswim.it 

5 She Made Me Raahi Shorts in Sand, $99; shemademe.com.au 6 Faithfull The Brand 
Shrimpton Top in Plain Off White, $85; faithfullthebrand.com 



BY RACHAEL BURROW AND TRACEY MINKIN 
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Vietnam 

THE PLACE The expan- 
sion of boutique cruising 
along the Mekong River 
has brought this destina- 
tion to the fore of luxury 
exploration. THE LOOK 
A steamy river scene 
calls for earthy hues, like 
the green, brown, and 
burgundy found in this 
maillot and cotton dress. 




© 



Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico 

THE PLACE Its beloved luxury resorts 
rebuilt after Hurricane Odile in 2014, 




1 Stephanie Kantis Infinity Single Bangles in Gold, $175 for a set of six; stephaniekantis.com 

2 Faithful! The Brand The Sunset Dress in Plain Maroon, $145; faithfullthebrand.com 3 Paul 
Andrew Rhea Espa Espadrille Sandals, $395; barneys.com 4 L.D. Carey The Formosa Sun 
Hat, $325; ldcarey.com 5 Lenny Niemeyer Creta Maillot, $255; net-a-porter.com 6 Amanda 
R. Hearst for Oliver Peoples Charter Sunglasses in Pico/Bronze Flash Mirror, $440; 
oliverpeoples.com 



1 Eugenia Kim Sunny Hat in Ivory/Coral/Black, $455; eugeniakim.com 2 MILLY 
Colorblock Gown, $895; milly.com 3 SALT. Scout Sunglasses in Black Sand/White, 
$600; aetherapparel.com 4 Touche Collection One-piece, $167; touche.com.co 
5 Carrie Forbes Ahmed Sandals in Natural, $285, A’maree’s; 949/642-4423 
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COURTESY OF MANUFACTURER (1); U C T STYLING BY JESSIE LIEBMAN 



Cartagena, 

Colombia 

THE PLACE South America’s 
coastal capital is historic, 
romantic, and blossoming with 
new hotels and restaurants. 
THE LOOK Pieces that convey 
a tropical feel in a refined 
way are as hot on the beach 
as they are on city streets. 
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1 Kayu Banana Envelope Clutch, $125; kayudesign.com 2 Melissa Odabash Dominica 
One-piece in White, $242; odabash.com 3 Tibi The Clark Sandals in Burnt Orange, $425; 
tibi.com 4 Lizzie Fortunato Hula Earrings, $175; hampdenclothing.com 5 Karie Laks Yellow 
Mod Dress, $320; karielaks.com 6 Etnia Barcelona Wild Love in Africa 06 Sunglasses in 
Horn Blue, $265; etniabarcelona.com 




The Oregon 
Coast 



THE PLACE The outdoors 
has never been greater 
than along these 363 
miles of breathtaking 
beaches. Great local food 
and wine sweeten the deal. 
THE LOOK Sporty style is 
the name of the game with 
this colorblocked neoprene 
bikini, plus bright leggings, 
a pullover, and sneakers. 



1 bkr Bottle in Lolita, $35; mybkr.com 2 KREWE du optic The Fly OS Sunglasses in Matte 
Olive, $185; kreweduoptic.com 3 Kora! Activewear Ridge L/S Top, $125; koral.com 4 Kora / 
Activewear Lustrous Legging in Tangelo, $92; koral.com 5 adidas by Stella McCartney 
Alayta Shoes in Pomgra/Tansan/Luxyel, $150; adidas.com/us 6 Duskii Underwire Bikini Top 
and Hipster Bikini Pant, both in Aqua/Fuchsia, $60 each; duskii.com ■ 
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PUERTO RICO 

FOR CHRISTMAS 

A JOURNEY TO THE ISLAND THAT TAKES 
THE HOLIDAY TO HEART, AND TO THE TABLE 

BY TRACEY MINKIN PHOTOGRAPHS BY SHELLY STRAZIS 






IT IS A FEAST OF FEASTS, ON CHRISTMAS DAY. 

I’m sitting on a narrow wooden chair 
near the entry to a sprawling, open-air 
shack. A corrugated metal roof shields me 
from the tropical rain that’s just blown 
through and the hot sun that’s emerged. 
Behind me: jungle. On my lap: a Styrofoam 
takeout box mounded with potato salad, 
pigeon peas with rice, and pork. Nearby: a 
bottle of Medalla Light. Luis Ramos has 
tucked a paper napkin into the top of my 
beer for some holiday flair; popping out as 
it does, it looks like a tiny mitre atop a 
skinny brown Pope. 

But that is not what’s holy about this day. 
It’s what I’m tucking into with my white 
plastic fork, which is this mound of lechon 
asado, the most succulent, most complexly 
flavored roasted pork I’ve tasted in my life. 
It has been carved by Luis’s short and 
sturdy father, Apa, with his broad machete 
at a massive table at the shack’s center. 
Luis returns to handling the long line of 
customers snaking out into La Ranchera’s 
dirt parking lot. His sister and cousin ferry 
groaning takeaway tins of the meat as 
they’re packed up for Puerto Rican families 
to bring home to their own holiday tables. 
Felicidades, I hear over and over again, 
the Puerto Rican contraction of feliz and 
Navidad. Felicidades indeed, I think to 
myself. What a happy Christmas this is. 

I came to Puerto Rico for Christmas 
because I had heard there was no more 
beautiful spot that was so crazy about the 
holiday. First, about the beauty: more than 
300 miles of sun-bleached beaches, with 
deep azure Atlantic pounding the northern 
shores and jade Caribbean lapping the 
southern. Few people, endless palm trees— 
these are vistas that seem unchanged since 
Columbus came ashore in 1493. 



I arrived expecting natural gifts, but I 
had no clue what civilization held. With 
luminous blue cobblestones and colonial 
streetscapes in sherbet hues, and with a 
massive, 16th-century cathedral at its 
heart, Old San Juan occupies the peninsula 
guarding its harbor with historic, opulent 
style. It’s almost impossible to remember 
you’re in American territory; the city feels 
utterly European. And with views out to 
harbor and ocean in every direction, the 
capital is as stunning as any worldwide. 

Finally, Puerto Ricans are, in fact, crazy 
for Christmas. Grounded in the country’s 
devout Catholicism, the holiday stretches 
from mid-December right on through 
Epiphany, or Three Kings’ Day, on January 
6th, celebrated here as Dia de Reyes. Punc- 
tuated by masses and embellished with 
customs— food, drink, parades, and even a 
special fringe-brimmed straw hat called a 
pava— this extended holiday is a welcome, 
authentic antidote to what can feel rushed 
and overly consumerized at home. 

In a land devoted to holiday food and 
drink, then, where am I to begin? Rum, of 
course. I become an instant fan of coquito— 
eggnog that’s a rich blend of rum and spices 
with coconut and condensed milk. When 
I learn that some coquitos are made with 
pitorro, a higher-proof moonshine rum 
that is often homemade by bartenders, I 
start enjoying small pours of that, as well. 

But more than I drink, I eat— in the bus- 
tling cafes of Old San Juan and out in the 
city’s farther-flung neighborhoods. I taste 
arroz con gandules, one of the season’s 
most traditional rice dishes, served with 
the roasted pork that is the king of the 
Puerto Rican holiday feast. I fall in love 
with alcapurria, a root-vegetable fritter 
with meat at its center, and pasteles, the 



F8 COASTAL LIVING December 2015/January 2016 






Clockwise from top, left: A beautiful public 
beach just minutes from Old San Juan; an 
updated old-fashioned at Santaella; a bright 
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labor-intensive cousin to tamales, where 
a seasoned paste (often featuring mashed 
cassava) is cooked with shredded chicken 
inside a tightly wrapped banana leaf. I 
carve soft bites of tembleque, the flan-like 
holiday custard perfumed with coconut. 

I discover chefs who take traditions and 
reimagine them. At his eponymous restau- 
rant, Jose Santaella produces plates like 
gifts from the Magi: the traditional holiday 
morcilla — blood sausage— minced and 
wrapped in a crunchy, tender spring roll. 
His alcapurria is filled with blue crab; his 
pasteles, with tender bites of codfish. At 
nearby Casita Miramar, Leonard Perez 
wows me with sweets: tembleque made 
with local pumpkins, tres leches cake 
infused with coquito, and flan sitting bra- 
zenly in a pitorro-laced sauce. 

I see why Puerto Ricans stretch their 
Christmas out for weeks: The food is too 
good, too varied, to enjoy on only one day. 
How fortunate that Old San Juan makes 
for such good walking— my holiday eating 
alternates with explorations on the crest 
of its fortress walls, along its romantic 
waterfront esplanade, and up and down its 
steep and narrow streets. 

The city obliges with holiday finery: 
Doorways are dotted with wreaths and 
garlands, while parks and squares are 
home to Nativity scenes that light up at 
dusk in displays from reverent to riotous. 
Hundreds of locals come into Old San 
Juan every night just to see the splendor: 
packs of jostling, flirty teens, pairs of lov- 
ers old and young, and families pushing 
strollers of sleeping babies bathed in the 
shimmering, iridescent light. 

On my last night, I spy a gang of singers 
and musicians amassing on the cathedral’s 
broad steps. It’s a parranda, I realize with 
delight, the Puerto Rican tradition that 
adds Halloween mischief to Christmas 
caroling. Parrandas traditionally group 
late at night to sing, loud and clanging, 
outside friends’ homes, to haul them from 
their beds. Hosts are often obligated to 
invite the revelers in, and long parties 
ensue, often till dawn. 

I follow the parranda into the streets, 
when a sudden cloudburst sends them 
laughing and hollering for shelter under 



THE DETAILS 



STAY HERE 

The historic Condado 
Vanderbilt Hotel offers 
commanding views of 
the sea and luxe rooms. 
Rates start at $350; 
condadovanderbilt.com. 
0:live Boutique Hotel 
is a charming European 
hideaway with an excel- 
lent in-house restaurant 
and a rooftop bar. 

Rates start at $209; 
oliveboutiquehotel.com. 



EAT & DRINK HERE 

For the best eating in 
San Juan, allow Spoon 
Food Tours to show you 
around, from drinking 
tours to insider dinners 
with chefs; spoonfood 
tours.com. During the 
holidays, La Ranchera 
runs nearly around the 
clock. Off-season, the 
pork is only available 
on weekends. Route 
173, Km. 6, Guaynabo; 



787/789-4706. Santaella 
is a welcoming and 
sophisticated eatery 
with excellent cocktails; 
shop.santaellapr.com. 
Casita Miramar serves 
traditional dishes made 
modern in a romantic 
setting; facebook.com/ 
casitamiramarpr. 

Papillon Bistro whips up 
a traditionally delicious 
and ample holiday feast; 
787/919-0500. 




narrow balconies and arched doorways. 
While the fat raindrops fall and glisten on 
the blue cobblestones, I think of the nearly 
500 Christmases that have marked this 
byway, and how many feet have trodden 
this route before me. I think of three kings 
bearing gifts, and an island that reveres 
and laughs while it prays and cooks and 



eats and drinks. I think of Apa Ramos, who 
wields his machete in the mountains, and 
Jose Santaella, who wraps his pasteles in 
the town. And I think of how the palms of 
the Holy Land bend toward their brethren 
on these beaches, so far away by ship, but 
under the same glistening stars. And how 
joyously sacred it is. ■ 
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SMART APP Travel like a local in Puerto Rico with Google Translate, 
which can translate signs with your camera and has two-way automatic 
speech translation in 40 languages. Download: iTunes, Google Play 
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Where should 
my kid go to college? 



Get the answers with the MONEY College Planner ™. 




COLLEGE PLANNED 



The right school. The right price. The best value. 



Value-focused Customizable search One-on-one Financial 

rankings of 700+ schools expert advice tools 

For $24.95 a year, the MONEY College Planner ” will help you find the schools 
that your child will love and your finances can handle. Stress averted. 

Powered by 

uniGO 

Go. Find. You. 
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DESIGNER NETWORK 

LETONEOFOURMEMBERSTURN INSPIRATION INTO REALITY. 
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ALABAMA 

Birmingham 

Dana Wolter Interiors 

205 - 907-7758 

danawolterinteriors.com 

Iris&Co 

205 - 969-5727 

irisandcompany.net 

Montgomery 

Ashley Gilbreath 
Interior Design 

334 - 262-3231 

ashleygilbreath.com 

ARKANSAS 
Little Rock 

Tobi Fairley 
Interior Design 

501 - 868-9882 

tobifairley.com 

Northwest Arkansas 

MH Design, Inc. 

479 - 435-6990 

melissahaynesdesign.com 

CALIFORNIA 
Manhattan Beach 

Waterleaf Interiors 

310 - 545-3175 

waterleafmteriors.com 

San Diego 

Kathy Ann Abell 
Interiors 

619 - 938-0446 

kathyannabell.com 

CM Natural Designs 

619 - 573-3443 

cmnaturaldesigns.com 

Santa Monica 

Tim Clarke 
Interior Design 

310 - 452-8374 

timclarkedesign.com 

West Hollywood 

Mark D. Sikes 

323 - 378-6927 

markdsikes.com 

FLORIDA 

Destin 

Lovelace Interiors 

850 - 837-5563 

lovelaceinteriors.com 



Rosemary Beach 

2015 BEACH COTTAGE DESIGNER 

Tracery Interiors 

850 - 213-3216 

traceryinteriors.com 

Sarasota 

Tracey Rapisardi 
Design 

941 - 359-0208 

traceyrapisardidesign.com 

Stuart 

Matilda’s 

772 - 221-8280 

shopmatildas.com 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta 

Margaret Kirkland 
Interiors 

404 - 550-7476 

margaretkirklandinteriors. 

com 

Milk and Honey 
Home, LLC 

404 - 290-9011 

milkandhoneyhome.com 

Y. McFadden LLC 

843 - 267-7530 

ymcfaddenllc.com 

Jennifer Schoenberger 
Design 

404 - 272-0943 

jenniferschoenbergerde- 

sign.com 

Savannah 

Anne Hagerty 
Interiors 

912 - 349-5300 

annehagertyinteriors.com 



KENTUCKY 

Louisville 

Bittners 

502 - 584-6349 

bittners.com 

MARYLAND 

Bethesda 

Kelley Proxmire, 

Kelley Interior Design 

301 - 320-2109 

kelleyinteriordesign.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Boston 

Katie Rosenfeld 
Design 

781 - 235-2450 

katierosenfelddesign.com 

NEW YORK 
Locust Valley 

Meg Braff Designs 

516 - 801-4939 

megbraff.com 

New York City 

Jenny Wolf Interiors 

212 - 775-0558 

jennywolfinteriors.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville 

Jessica Dauray 
Interiors 

336 - 286-0775 

jessicadaurayinteriors.com 

Bald Head Island 

Room Service Home 
Furnishings 

910 - 457-0544 

roomservicebhi.com 



Greensboro 

Maria Adams Design 

336 - 944-1797 

mariaadamsdesigns.com 

High Point 

Barbour Spangle Design 

336 - 889-3996 

barbourspangle.com 

Raleigh-Durham 

Southern Studio 
Interior Design 

919 - 362-5143 

southernstudio.com 

Wilmington 

Hooper Patterson 
Interior Design 

910 - 352-0797 

hooperpattersoninterior 

design.com 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Bluffton 

Lisa Furey- Barefoot 
Interiors 

610 - 389-5231 

lisafureyinteriors.com 

Charleston 

Elizabeth Stuart 
Design 

843 - 388-3892 

esdcharleston.com 

Margaret Donaldson 
Interiors 

843 - 722-2640 

margaretdonaldson 

interiors.com 



Matthew Bees 
Interiors 

843 - 952-3070 

matthewmonroebees.com 

Sandra Ericksen Design 

843 - 324-5914 

sandraericksen.com 

Greenville 

ID Studio Interiors 

864 - 271-9499 

idstudiointeriors.com 

Hilton Head Island 

J. Banks Design 

843 - 681-5122 

jbanksdesign.com 

TEXAS 

Dallas 

Amy Berry Design 

972 . 803.4200 

amyberrydesign.com 

Houston 

2015 SHOWHOUSE DESIGNER 

Biscuit Home 

713 - 942-9797 

biscuit-home.com 

Chairma Design Group 

832 - 649-8656 

chairma.com 

Edwina Alexis 

281 - 993-4641 

edwinaalexis.com 

VIRGINIA 

Charlottesville 

Alana’s, LTD 

434 - 960-9993 

alanasltd.com 

Richmond 

Bridget Beari Designs 

804 - 321-4747 

bridgetbearidesigns.com 

Janie Molster Designs 

804 - 282-0938 

janiemolster.com 

WASHINGTON DC 

Lauren Liess Interiors 

571 - 926-7825 

laurenliess.com 



FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT COASTALLIVING.COM/DESIGNERNETWORK 
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OFF-THE-GRID GETAWAYS 




THE BEST 
CRUISES OF 2016 



See the world in a whole 
new way this year, from the 
islands of the Caribbean to 
the rivers of Europe and Asia 

BY JANE WOOLDRIDGE 



¥ 




■ 






m 


d ■ 




m 









■mi 



December 2015/January 2016 COASTAL LIVING F13 









OFF-THE-GRID GETAWAYS 




EUROPE’S 

SEAS & RIVERS 



The sunny port 
of Hydra Island, 
Greece 
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THE MEDITERRANEAN & GREEK ISLES: The SeaDream II takes full 
advantage of its 112-passenger yacht size on its seven-night 
round-trip June 18 sailing from Athens with a transit of the 
Corinth Canal, a port call in Albania, and stops at Greek ports too 
small for most cruise ships. Rates start at $4,726; seadream.com. 



ITALY & CROATIA: The stunning scenery of Italy’s 
Amalfi Coast and Croatia’s Dalmatian Coast are 
complemented by gourmet cooking demonstra- 
tions, wine tastings, and special winemaker 
dinners aboard the Sunset Wine Cruise. The 
eight-night sailing from Rome to Venice with the 
Sunset magazine team (including Wine Editor 
Sara Schneider) departs July 20. Rates start at 
$3,299; winecruisegroup.com/sunset-wine-cruise-2016. 

NORWAY: Holland America’s Norse Legends sailings depart 
from Rotterdam and Amsterdam, take in Norway’s spectacular 
fjords, and are available in seven-, 14-, and 21-night itineraries. 
The longest, an August 21 voyage aboard the new 2,650-passenger 
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Koningsdam, includes visits to Iceland and Scotland. Rates for 
seven-night sailings start at $999, and rates for the August 21 trip 
start at $3,199; hollandamerica.com. 

SCANDINAVIA: Viking Ocean Cruises debuted last year with a 
single 930-passenger ship that sold out imme- 
diately; this year the company launches two 
additional ocean vessels for itineraries, includ- 
ing the 14-night Viking Homelands trip from 
Stockholm, with stops in Gdansk, Helsinki, 
and Copenhagen, as well as an overnight stay in 
St. Petersburg. Rates start at $5,099 and include 
11 guided tours; vikingcruises.com. 



THE RHINE: Many cruises simply sail past this historic river’s grand 
castles. On Tauck’s 12-night voyage from Amsterdam to Basel 
aboard its spacious new 130-passenger vessel, guests visit inside 
several and even dine in one. Excursions include tours of medieval 
towns and the Black Forest spa town of Baden Baden. Rates start 
at $4,890; tauck.com. > 

NOTE: Prices are per person, double occupancy, and include port fees. 

Some cruise experiences include excursions and beverages; others charge extra. 



INSIDER CRUISING TIP 

Most cruise companies list 
preferred agents online. 
They are trained to help 
you find the best cabins, 
pricing, and amenities. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 





More holiday. Less madness. 



Enjoy more holiday magic and less household chaos this 
season with Cozi, the must-have app for your family. 



• Keep track of everyone's schedules, activities, and festivities, 
all in one place 

• Create and share lists in real time, from holiday to-do's to 
grocery lists and gift ideas 

• Access and update from any mobile device or computer 




★ ★★★★ in iTunes® and Google Play 7 



k 



GET IT FOR FREE AT COZI.COM 



w y 



Family life. Simplified. 



eO 

COZICT 



©2015 Cozi Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

All referenced trademarks are the properties of their respective owners. 








OFF-THE-GRID GETAWAYS 



One of the world’s 
hottest destinations 
just gets more 
alluring: Vietnam. 




MIDDLE EAST: Souks, the Suez Canal, ancient Petra, the holy 
sites of Jerusalem, and the Acropolis— all are on Azamara Club 
Cruises’ 16-night sailing (beginning May 1) from Dubai to Athens, 
with calls in Israel and Oman, Jordan, on the recently updated 
686-passenger Azamara Quest. Rates start at $2,979; azamara 
clubcruises.com. 



VIETNAM: This hot destination is the focus of 
Celebrity’s 14-night Singapore to Hong Kong 
voyage aboard the 2,138-passenger Celebrity 
Millennium. The February 14 itinerary offers 
excursions to Hanoi, the imperial city of Hue, 
and Ho Chi Minh City (old Saigon). Rates start 
at $1,249; celebritycruises.com. 

THAILAND & MALAYSIA: Star Clipper’s new seven-night Far East 
itineraries (beginning December 2, 2016) combine the spectac- 
ular scenery of Phuket and the Malaysian peninsula with the 
vintage experience of tail-ship sailing on an elegant 170-passenger 
ship. Rates start at $1,320; starclippers.com. 



SRI LANKA & THE MALDIVES: Silversea’s surprisingly luxurious 
120-passenger Silver Discoverer departs December 2, 2016 for a 
15-day voyage from the Thai beaches of Phuket to Myanmar (for 
visits to the 1,000-year-old temples of Baga), then on to former 
British outposts in the Andamans, Sri Lanka’s elephant-rich Yala 
National Park, and the idyllic Maldives. Rates 
start at $10,395; silversea.com. 

THE SOUTH PACIFIC: The indigenous cultures of 
Australia and West Papua and pristine seas of 
Raja Ampat and Palau are highlights of a 15- 
night cruise departing May 27 from Darwin, 
Australia, to Koror, Palau, also aboard the Silver 
Discoverer. Rates start at $10,750; silversea.com. 

FRENCH POLYNESIA: The inherent romance of sailing meets all 
the benefits of a high-tech yacht aboard Windstar’s 148-passenger 
Wind Spirit. Its year-round seven- and 10-day voyages take in 
the dramatic seascape of French Polynesia. Rates start at $3,199; 
windstarcruises.com. > 



INSIDER CRUISING TIP 

Ask your cruise company 
about airfare deals. They 
are often (though not 
always) cheaper than fares 
you can buy on your own. 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 



COASTAL 

LIVING 



SHOREBUYS 

FOR HOME. FOR BODY. FOR GIVING. _ 




Dune Jewelry. The Original Beach Sand Jewelry Co.® 
uses sand from your favorite beach to create a unique 
line of patented, keepsake jewelry that lets you “live 
for the moment, then take it with you.” We have 
thousands of sands in stock or send us your own! 
Dunejewelry.com | 617.364.1065. HANDMADE WITH 
SAND FROM YOUR FAVORITE BEACH 




Winery Shirt Club. Join today and start receiving 
exclusive, one-of-a-kind shirts from some of the 
coolest wineries in the world. Great for your own 
wardrobe or as a gift for the wine lover, traveler, or 
anyone else on your list, winoshirtclub.com 




Guy Harvey Jewelry. Heirloom quality jewelry 
inspired by the original works of renowned 
marine artist and conservationist, Dr. Guy Harvey. 
Orders of $99 or more ship free. Exclusively at 

guyharveyjewelry.com | 252.717.2548 




Sea Glass Jewels and Company. Specializing in rare 
and genuine sea glass hand-crafted jewelry 
Sea Glass Necklace: $125.00 seaglassjewels.com 



Outer Banks Trading Group. Fence Fish Wall Decor 
made from fence pickets and hand painted by Artist, 
Sharon K. Sharpe. 59 Collections. Set of 3: $108. Set 
of 6: $216. Approx, size: 23"x3.5" 

obxtradingroup.com | 919.249.6121 



Outer Banks Trading Group. Handcrafted Coastal 
Holiday Tree. Size: 35"xl5". $129 - $139. Trees are 
made from recycled beach fence (wood) with 
real dried starfish. Hanger included. Made in USA. 

obxtradingroup.com | 919.249.6121 




Outer Banks Trading Group. Personalized Custom 
Latitude / Longitude Sign. Size: 24"xl6". $149 with 
FREE SHIPPING! Great sign for a house, wedding, boat, 
birthplace, vacation spot or any special location you 
choose. You supply us with address, text and color 
selection, obxtradingroup.com | 919.249.6121 



OurBoatHouse.com. Montauk Slipcovered Sofa- 
Classic, Simply-Styled, Perfect for Casual Coastal 
Style Living.. .The Montauk Collection of Slipcovered 
Furniture will transform your room. ..Relaxation 
Guaranteed. OurBoatHouse.com | 877.667.0901 



Uniquely Nautical. “Fishing Reel” salt & pepper 
mills are perfect for any angler’s table. Also 
available, “Sailing Winch” version for sailors. Made 
from marine-grade anodized aluminum and 
stainless-steel. Made in the USA. Visit our website 
uniquelynautical.com, or call us at 727.394.8978 



OFF-THE-GRID GETAWAYS 




THE BAHAMAS: Royal Caribbean’s new 4,905-passenger Anthem 
of the Seas (sister to China-based Quantum of the Seas) is a true 
shipboard adventure park— think skydiving simulator, bumper 
cars, and a moving observation bubble high above the deck— that 
sails from New Jersey’s Cape Liberty to the Bahamas through 
spring. Seven-, eight-, and nine-day sailing rates 
start at $704; royalcaribbean.com. 

CUBA: Several cruise lines are launching Cuba 
sailings this year with culturally focused itin- 
eraries specially designed for U.S. travelers. 

Luxury line Haimark’s nine -night voyage from 
Miami on a 210-passenger vessel circumnavi- 
gates the island and stops at historic Havana, 

Cienfuegos, Trinidad, Santiago de Cuba, and Holquin, plus nature 
reserves. Rates start at $4,599; haimarkline.com. 

CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA: Crystal’s January 22 voyage aboard 
the 1,070-passenger Crystal Serenity combines three life-list 
experiences in a single 20-day trip: a Panama Canal transit, a 



Galapagos excursion, and three nights at Machu Picchu (included 
for the ship’s veranda and penthouse guests). Rates start at $6,575; 
crystalcruises.com. 

ANTARCTICA: Lindblad Expeditions/National Geographic cele- 
brates its 50th year in Antarctica with cruises 
aboard the 148-passenger National Geographic 
Explorer, as well as the 102-passenger National 
Geographic Orion, both equipped with video- 
graphy subs relaying real-time underwater 
views. Naturalists and National Geographic 
photographers accompany every sailing. Rates 
for the multiple 14- and 24-day sailings start at 
$12,970; expeditions.com. 

ALASKA: Princess Cruises’ long experience in the far northwest 
gives it an edge on access to areas with limited capacity, such as 
Glacier Bay; seven-night sails from Vancouver to Anchorage on 
2,214-passenger ships showcase the Inside Passage. Rates start 
at $749; princess.com. ■ 



INSIDER CRUISING TIP 

Make sure you know what 
is— and isn’t— included 
in the cruise fare. Spa 
services may involve an 
additional fee, for example. 
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The luxuries of a modern resort and the privacy 
of a secluded home. Sea Oats Captiva's 
nine-bedroom estate offers breathtaking views 
and exclusive amenities for an unmatched 
getaway. Nestled between the Gulf of Mexico 
and one of Florida's pristine preserves, Sea Oats 
Captiva is a modern island escape. 

Offering unique grounds and comforts, Sea 
Oats' guests can improve their game on our 
tennis and basketball courts, kayak and paddle 
board by our scenic dock, and take in beautiful 
sunsets on the beach. With accommodations 
for up to 30 guests. Sea Oats Captiva is the 
premier coastal estate. 

Weekly rentals for families, corporate retreats, 
and intimate weddings. 



www.SeaOatsCaptivalsland.com | 800.787.5829 








SPECIAL ADVERTISING PROMOTION 



WHAT’S MAKING A 




2 IN 1 DOWN FREE TRAVEL PILLOW & THROW 

Two great travel accessories in one. A travel pillow unfolds to a perfectly sized 
throw. Ideal for when you get chilly on an airplane to backseat on vacations and 
road trips. Fold the throw into the handy attached case and it becomes a soft 
travel pillow. Filled with lofty TCS® Down-Free™ fill for the perfect combination 
of cloud-like softness and comfortable support. Available exclusively at 
thecompanystore.com. We're all about comfort. 

*15% OFF YOUR ORDER + FREE SHIPPING 
Enter code CSTL1215. Expires 1/23/16. 

*Some exclusions apply. See website for details. 

Shop with us at THECOMPANYSTORE.COM or call 800.285.3696 

TtoCon«»njr Store * 




BRADENTON AREA CVB PRESENTS TOES IN THE SAND 

Join Coastal Living and Bradenton Area CVB this winter as we partner with select nail salons 
in Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, and New York to provide complimentary pedicures. Visit 

CoastalLiving.com/Bradenton for more details. 




SUNBURST BEACH VACATIONS 

Sunburst Beach Vacations is locally-owned with intimate 
knowledge of the 30A area. We provide perfect beach vacations 
to fit every need! We offer Gulf-front homes, condominiums, 
and rentals with private pools along the South Walton beaches 
famous for the Gulf of Mexico's emerald brilliance, white sand, 
and unspoiled natural beauty. 

sunburstbeachvacations.com | @SunburstBeachVacations 
#ltsTimeToVacation #Sunburst #SouthWalton #30A #SoWal 



SUNSHINE SHUTTLE & LIMOUSINE 

The sugary white sand, the exquisite dining, the finest 
transportation. Sunshine Shuttle & Limousine complements 
everything scenic NW Florida has to offer with its late model, 
smoke-free fleet of 75 vehicles. Our uniformed "Concierges on 
Wheels" are professionally trained and skilled in delivering the 
ultimate in vacation relaxation. From curbside to surfside, let 
Sunshine be your first and last impression of the Emerald Coast. 

SunshineShuttle.com | 850.650.6333 



coastalliving.com/marketplace | facebook.com/coastallivingmag 
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GRAB YOUR BAG. 

THESE JOURNEYS WILL TAKE YOU AWA 
(AND FARTHER AWAY, AND FARTHER ST" 
TO THREE AMAZING BEACH 
rkCe?T INATIONS THAT ARE GUARANTEED 
TO WARM YOUR WINTER SOUL 
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Little Palm’s 
motor launch 
making the 
10-minutes-to- 
paradise run 




LITTLE PALM 
ISLAND, WLOmmA 



A SHORT TRIP OFFSHORE 
FROM THE KEYS LEADS 
A MILLION MILES AWAY 

we are not even on Little Palm Island yet, 
and already I’m feeling better. As my hus- 
band and I emerge from our car into the 
bright, only-in-the-Keys sunlight, a staffer 
exits a thatched- roof building carrying two 
Gumby Slumbers. His job is to put those 
drinks in our hands and lead us to a waiting 
motor launch, which will spirit us across 
the water to our destination. Our job is to 
sip, follow, and climb aboard. I take a pull 
of the fruity nectar— Palm Island’s signa- 
ture cocktail— through the straw. Maybe 
it’s just really good rum, or that balmy 
breeze, but more likely it’s a combination 
of the two that begins to smooth out the 
knots in my muscles and my mind. 

Accessible only by boat or by sea- 
plane, Little Palm Island Resort & Spa 
promises— and delivers— a level of privacy 
that is practically guaranteed by that lim- 
ited access. A velvety sense of solitude 
pervades this outpost of voluntary exile 
with only 15 bungalows, each of which 
houses two suites and is topped with a 
manicured mop of thatch. Our suite’s 
vaulted ceiling, deep tub, softly whirring 
ceiling fan, and king-size bed shrouded in 
white mosquito netting make for a jungle- 
luxe haven. It’s a hideaway that tempts us 
to venture only as far as our private porch 
for a dose of salt air, or to our outdoor 
shower for a drenching in fresh water. 

Amid all of these creature comforts, 
though, it’s what we discover is not here 
that maybe the most alluring. Bungalows 
at Little Palm are noticeably— blissfully— 
devoid of televisions and radios, which 
leaves books, bubble baths, and conver- 
sation to fill in as our in-room enter- 
tainment. Want to watch a show? Step 
outside to catch the fiery sunset. Is listen- 
ing to music more your speed? An over- 
ture of wind, water, and busy crickets is 
just an open window away. 



The resort’s 
watermelon- 
jalapeno mojito 






Key deer 
share the 
sand. 



And yet outdoor pleasures still beckon. 
We while away three days in loose-limbed 
recreation: exploring the shallows on 
standup paddleboards, indulging in a 
couple’s massage, dining by torchlight 
with our feet in the sand, and watching 
lanky-legged seabirds pace the beach. And 
although we see other couples coming and 
going from dinner, the pool, and the spa, 
we enjoy a tacit, shared credo of allowing 
each other to pass unperturbed. 

That privacy, that intimacy, and that 
simplicity work their magic in surprisingly 
short time; the daily stresses we kicked 
to the curb on our arrival have left behind 
no trace. With happy hearts and clear 
minds, we spend our last afternoon snooz- 
ing and reading by the lagoon-style pool. 
I snap a picture of the palm trees over- 
head with my smartphone, which feels 
foreign and heavy in my hand, and then 
stop just short of sharing it online. I toss 
the blinking, buzzing phone, a reminder 
of the reality that awaits us tomorrow, 
back into my bag. I replace it with one 
last frosty Gumby Slumber and, along 
with it, drink in every moment that 
remains of life on this idyllic island escape. 
—Lindsay Lambert Day 
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HOT HOLIDAY SPOTS Browse all our top warm-weather 
getaways at coastalliving.com/warm-getaways 
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.—■•THE DETAILS 



GET HERE 

Key West is the nearest 
airport; for a totally 
seamless trip, book a 
round-trip airport transfer 
($250)— a Little Palm Island 
representative will pick 
you up in Key West and 
make the 35-minute drive 
to the resort’s Welcome 
Station on Little Torch Key, 
where you’ll catch the 
shuttle boat to the island. 




STAY HERE 

For a true VIP vibe, book 
an Island Romance Suite. 

In addition to the standard 
outdoor shower and 
private veranda, you’ll 
have your own outdoor 
fire pit, hot tub, and day- 
bed. Rates start at $1,190 
and are exclusive of spa 
services, meals, and 
beverages. An additional 
resort fee covers amenities, 
from welcome cocktail to 
staff gratuities. A minimum 
two-night stay is required 
on weekends. 
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Coastal Living readers will enjoy a 
10 percent discount off the published rate, 
plus a complimentary welcome bottle of 
Champagne upon arrival and full gourmet 
breakfast daily. Enter promo code 
“COASTAL” when making your reservation 
at littlepalmisland.com. 




SMART APP Start your unwinding on the way 
to paradise with LoungeBuddy, a customizable 
directory of airport lounges around the world. 
Download: iTunes, Google Play 
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Rancho Santana is a 
two-hour drive from the 
Managua airport. Pickup 
by the hotel is recom- 
mended, as many roads 
are unpaved. 



The ranch’s 17-room inn 
features private terraces 
and cozy furnishings made 
at the property’s millworks. 
Rates start at $275; 310/ 
929-5221. The 25 beach- 



view villas are available 
for families and groups. 



La Finca y El Mar serves 
farm-to-table breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner in its 
oceanfront dining room 
and patio. The Beach & 
Surf Club at Playa los 
Perros is famous for 
mouthwatering tacos and 
cold Nicaraguan beer. 

The cafe at the inn serves 
coffee, smoothies, and 



panini. In-home chef 
services by La Finca y 
El Mar are available for 
villa stays. 

Rancho Santana offers 
yoga, surfing lessons, 
guided surf expeditions to 
neighboring breaks, 
stand-up paddleboarding, 
horseback riding, nature 
walks, bocce, horseshoes, 
two pools, and a spa where 
you can unwind from it all. 




SMART APP 

Whether heading 
to a beach yoga 
retreat or a business 
meeting, Yoga+Travel 
has sequences for 
all levels that are 
tailored to help you 
stay relaxed and 
loose in the parts 
of your body most 
affected by travel. 
Download: iTunes, 
Windows Phone Store 



. ; 





RANCHO SANTANA, 

NICARAGUA 




SPECIAL READER DISCOUNT! 



Book three nights in a Pied-A-Terre Suite and 
receive two extra nights at no cost. Stay 
includes private transport, arrival treats on your 
terrace, and tours of the inn and art gallery for 
$1,300. Offer valid February 1-May 31, and is 
subject to availability. E-mail jacqueline@ 
ranchosantana.com to make a reservation. 



EMBRACING YOGA AND SURFING COMES 
NATURALLY AT THIS PACIFIC COAST PLAYGROUND 



“shine your heart to the ocean,” says my 
yoga instructor, as our class moves into 
upward dog. I stretch the crown of my head 
up and open my eyes. Before me is a pan- 
orama as invigorating as the yoga we are 
all practicing: A surfer drops into Playa 
Rosada’s famous left break, a plumeria tree 
is decked out in pinwheel-shaped white 
blooms, and surrounding palm trees sway, 
creating a swish that harmonizes sweetly 
with the rumble of the Pacific. 

As we exhale into downward dog, my 
view turns to my teal yoga mat. It’s lightly 
dusted with pink sand, a souvenir from 
my short walk across the beach to the yoga 
patio. It’s a second, albeit slightly abstract, 
landscape, and it’s the perfect companion 
to my Pacific vista. Both views bring me 
surf, sand, and Zen. 

Which tells me that I’ve picked the per- 
fect spot to do two things (three, if you 
count escaping the cold): reclaim my love 
of yoga and deepen my crush on surfing. 
I’m on Nicaragua’s southern Pacific coast 
at Rancho Santana, a 2, 700 -acre property 
with five beaches, an inn, oceanfront villas, 
and a renowned restaurant, in an effort to 
make a New Year’s-worthy attempt at 
reigniting those twinned passions. 

I became enamored with yoga 10 years 
ago because of its transformative effect, 
but recently I’ve struggled to make time for 
my mat. Then, two years ago, I took surf 
lessons and fell hard for the sport’s physi- 
cality, innate immersion in nature, and 
intoxicating reward of gliding to shore. 
Every time I’ve come near the beach since, 
I’ve longed to be back out there, on aboard. 

One step at a time, however: What better 
way to get back to surfing than to park 
myself on the inn’s beachfront patio; for- 
tify with a panino filled with farm-fresh 
greens and a smoothie blended from coco- 
nut, watermelon, and banana; and watch 
a pack of surfers working the 6-foot waves 



of Playa Santana’s sun-drenched water? 
And while 6 feet looks just fine on my hus- 
band, when it’s made of water, it looks 
pretty intimidating. I sip my smoothie, 
grateful that my first time back on the 
board will be on the gentlest of Rancho 
Santana’s five beaches: Playa los Perros. 

If beaches had symbols like those given 
to ski runs, Los Perros would get a sweet, 
green dot for its warm, newbie-friendly 
surf that peaks at around 4 feet. After a 
quick overview on dry land with my bright- 
eyed instructor, I propel out to the waves. 
At his signal, I paddle hard toward shore 
and ungracefully clamber into my surfer 
crouch, my wobbly beginning sending me 
quickly right off the board— a friendly bap- 
tism, but a dunk nonetheless. After several 
more attempts, I find my sweet spot and 
cruise all the way to the beach. It’s a float- 
ing feeling that I immediately recall and 
want more of, with a pretty view of the 
wide, sleepy beach to boot. 

The mounting joys of my getaway are 
amplified by the gorgeous place I get to 
call home. My first two nights are spent at 
the Inn at Rancho Santana, with its dark 
wood and wicker decor, ocean views, and 
butterfly- rich gardens filled with mani- 
cured hedges of white and purple bougain- 
villea and mounds of bright pink lantana. 
I spend another two in Villa Escondida, a 
stunning four-bedroom home perched 
high above Playa Escondido. 

My last afternoon I spend completely 
alone on that beach, napping on the latte- 
colored sand and floating in the power- 
ful push and pull of the shore break. The 
waves never crash on me— they simply 
heave toward the sand, carrying me swiftly 
to shore and then sending me back out 
again. I giddily surrender to being adrift as 
my passions come together in one glorious 
place— a little surf, a little Zen, for a whole 
new year. —Susan Hall Mahon 
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PAR AC AS, Fill; 



A LITTLE-KNOWN STRETCH OF 

SOUTH AMERICAN SHORE REVEALS LIFE AND 

LANDSCAPE BOTH CURIOUS AND WILD 



i barely notice the desert sands at first. 
Then, two hours into my taxi ride down the 
Pan American Highway from Lima toward 
Peru’s southern coast, I spot flashes of 
green among the dunes. Crops grow in the 
Peruvian desert? My driver explains that 
visiting Israelis shared their knowledge of 
desert irrigation, transforming the land- 
scape. Soon we’re pointing at rows of veg- 
etation: “Grapes! Tangerines! Asparagus!” 

Signs for Paracas appear by the roadside, 
gulls squawk overhead, a ray of sunshine 
breaks through the white mist, and the 
shoreline bursts into view. I realize we’ve 
been beside the water the entire drive— the 
first in a string of wondrous discoveries. 

Despite spending years living the gypsy 
expat lifestyle in South America, I’d never 
wandered near this stretch of Peruvian 
coast. Now I’m here to explore. The tiny 
fishing town of Paracas, located beside 
a national reserve, is near the Ballestas 
Islands and their abundant marine life- 
fish, dolphins, turtles, sea lions, and dozens 
of species of birds— yet it has remained in 
the shadow of nearby Ecuador’s world- 
famous Galapagos Islands. 

I have two expeditions in mind: out to 
the islands, and into the sand dunes of the 
national reserve. Even as I check in to my 
suite at the luxurious Hotel Paracas, nature 
announces itself: Pelicans perch idly on the 
roof. Walking past palm trees and down 
the hotel’s whitewashed boardwalk, I have 
to dip my head to dodge a sudden cloud 
of swooping terns on my way to board a 
waiting yacht. Just 20 minutes later, after 
racing through aquamarine waters, we 
reach the Ballestas Islands— a collection of 
jagged red rocks, eroded by the elements 
over centuries into gaping caves and craggy 
archways with glimpses of the sky beyond. 
They shoot upward from the turbulent, 
white-tipped waves and appear to me, as 
we approach by boat, to be writhing— as if 
they have a life of their own. 



A closer look reveals why. 
Flocks of cormorants, blue- 
footed boobies, pelicans, and 
waddling Humboldt penguins 
nest in the crags, plummet 
below the waves, and hover in 
the air. An avian stream pours 
over the edge of a cliff and 
heads toward our boat, skim- 
ming the water’s surface to dip 
and douse feathers. The soft 



beneath my feet. It is studded with fossils 
from 46 million years ago: sea snail shells, 
chunks of wood, calcified shark’s teeth, and 
the bones of giant penguins— reminders of 
an ancient ocean floor. 

We walk to the edge of a cliff to spy the 
terra-cotta-colored sand below, raked by 
an angry, green-tinged tide. We snap pho- 
tos while the wind howls in our ears, whips 
our hair, and billows into our clothes. The 
energy here is so raw and primal that only 
the red-necked vultures hovering above 
the shoreline appear to be in their element. 

Later, in the calm of my balcony, I listen 
to birds chatter in the treetops and watch 
the sky become transformed by watercolor 
streaks of pink and orange. I can feel, even 
in this serenity, the swirling natural world 
that informs this moment. Here— in this 
surreal place— where the desert meets the 
sea, where the wild allows for the civilized. 

What a discovery. What a lucky adven- 
turer I am. —Flora Baker ■ 





sound of a thousand pairs of 
flapping wings envelops us. 

From those Darwinesque 
island landscapes to dunes 
more reminiscent of Lawrence 
of Arabia, I venture into the vast empti- 
ness of Paracas National Reserve in an 
SUV with a guide and my fellow guests. We 
drive into these 300,000 protected hect- 
ares of coastal desert, which feels like a 
no man’s land until I step out into the dry 
air and look down to the hardened sand 



SOCIAL RCADtR DISCOUNT! 

Enjoy two nights of luxury accommodations, 
three meals, late checkout, and complimen- 
tary Thermal Circuit treatment at the spa, 
plus other benefits at the luxury resort, with 
10 percent discount off the published rate. 
Mention promo code “COASTAL LIVING 2016” 
when making your reservation. 
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0 SMART APP For adventurers, PackPoint is a 
planner’s dream. Tell it your details, including 
activities, and you’ll get a customized packing 
list. Download: iTunes, Google Play 
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THE DETAILS 

GET HERE STAY HERE 




First, get to Lima: LAN 
Airlines offers direct flights 
from Miami, Orlando, Los 
Angeles, and New York; 
lan.com. JetBlue offers 
direct service from Fort 
Lauderdale; jetblue.com. 
The three-hour scenic drive 
to Paracas can be made 
via bus (cruzdelsur.com. pe) 
or shuttle, which can 
be booked for guests by 
Hotel Paracas. 



With two swimming pools 
and a spa, the 120-room 
Hotel Paracas is a perfect 
luxury basecamp. In 
addition to guided journeys 
to the Ballestas Islands and 
into Paracas National 
Reserve, the resort’s list 
of adventures includes 
sandboarding to a tented 
dinner in the middle of the 
dunes, and sightseeing 
flights above the famous 
Nazca Lines. Rates start at 
$180; libertador.com. pe. 




